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DEDICATION 


Mindful of the courage and industry 
the regard for Christianity and education 


of our pioneers both native and foreign born 


Aware of the unprecedented prosperity in 
this time of our active years, and grateful 
for its bearing on the welfare of our children 


Hopeful that by foresight, integrity, and 
unselfish enterprise, the coming generation 


may attain to civic excellence beyond our view 


We men of the Lions Club 


dedicate this project to the next 
generation to carry on civic duty 
in the new century of our growth. 


54-7 68 


Published by The Coggon Monitor, Coggon, Iowa 
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FOREWORD 


All creatures seek favorable habitat and put forth certain ef- 
forts to adapt immediate surroundings to their needs, with succeed- 
ing generations of a given species existing by an instinctive behavior 
pattern. Mankind is capable of progress—a changing, improving, 
and enriching of his way of life. Students of sociology point out 
with stress that man, endowed by his Creator with superior brain 
faculties, initiated progress when he devised a language by which he 
could communicate his experiences and impressions to other men, 
and then a method by which he could record incidents of his life 
span for the enlightenment of later generations. © 


Our commemorative record will serve no technological purpose, 
but will, we trust, express our appreciation for the hard gained ad- 
vance made by our pioneers. The theme of progress is supplement- 
ed in verse by one born and reared in Coggon, Shirley Holcomb 
Watkins. 


One hunted well, and this did tell 
In pictures on his cavern wall; 

With awkward skill drew chase and kill, 
‘l'o show his inmost thought for all. 


Some put the surge of inward urge 
In glyphs upon a sacred stone: 

Or symbols made, on rune-carved blade, 
Incribed some truth they felt their own. 

Men poured their souls on parchment scrolls, 
Devoted labor, hand and head: 

_ And some were taught from what these wrought 

Thus, slowly, hard won knowledge spread. 


‘hen printing came, fed like a flame, 
On learning from the endless ages; 
And men who cared with others shared, 
‘I'he wisdom of the finest sages. 


Vast gifts are ours, so great the powers 
Of progress from this heritage; 
Though great the gift, we yet must lift 

It higher, to a better age. 
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Coggon--She First 100 Years 


LOCATION 


‘The stream that determined our location has its source near 
Brush Creek Canyon State Park in Fayette County. Almost to its 
junction with the Wapsipinicon at Anamosa it flows through Iowan 
drift, second to the newest soil in the state. Says a Linn County his- 
tory of 1878, “Before the white man disturbed the solitude and des- 
troyed the simple life of the aborigines, the stream was known to 
the Indians as the Pop-a-lac-qua, or Black Walnut River.” The 
text explains further that surveyors, establishing the boundary lines 
of Linn County and its three northeast townships, designated the 
stream as Buffalo Creek because of the large herds ‘‘which came 
down from the rolling prairies of the North and West to drink of its 
cool waters,” and adds that there was scarcely a trace of the herd in 


1840. 


‘he government set aside a tract of land along the Buffalo for 
military purposes, one being for Mexican War veterans. The tract 
included part of the site of our town. Henry Ashby has an abstract 
showing the first transfer, the patent reciting in part, “that in pursu- 
ance of an Act of Congress entitled An Act to raise for a limited 
time an additional military force, and for other purposes..." This 
writ was approved February 11, 1847, and signed by the President of 
the United States, Millard Fillmore. 


Nathan Haight, coming from New York in 1851, entered land 
from the government tract: a mill site on the Buffalo and 40 acres ad- 
jacent, now in the north part of our town, The story is that in ex- 
ploring along the stream where it bows north of us.-Mr. Haight be- 
held a spot where water was falling on two large stones. Yes, Man- 
hattan Falls. The name has persisted in Manhattan School District, 
Manhattan Lake, and appears in the caption under a cut of the first 
mill——Haggard ~ Green Manhattan, 
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Cradled in that bend of the river our town began its industrial 
development, the first episode beginning with the purchase of the mill 
site by Wm Bruce, 1858, and his erecting’ of a stone grist mill. A 
Linn County History published 1911, says, ‘John Bruce in 1858 dur- 
ing the hard times had the courage to erect a stone grist mill on Buf- 
falo Creek at the present site of Coggon.”” A local research pub- 
lished several years ago says, “Bruce built a stone house near by, 
and also built and operated a store near the mill.’ As given in an- 
other research article, "... In 1858 it became the property of William 
Bruce, an emigrant from Scotland, who entered a half section of land 
known as the John Zumbach farm.in Delaware County. He immedi- 
ately began erecting the first flour mill in this section of the country 
and built a small frame house on the top of the hill a short distance 
southeast of the mill site and lived there while building the mill. 
When that was finished he built a stone house in addition to the 
frame one, which is now the pebble-dashed bungalow of Mrs, Lulu 
G. Read. In the spring of '59 the family moved into the stone part 
and used the frame building for a general store.” 


Some early residents are mentioned in connection with the con- 
struction work. ‘Wm Weeks, sr., a stone mason with Peter and 


Owen Woods built the mill and stone house. Isaac Blanch, uncle of 
G. G, Blanch did the carpenter work and Mr. Lennox, sr., assisted. 
Alexander Risk, known as Sandy Risk, helped in making and install- 
ing the flour-making machinery. Jacob Clark was the Millwright. 
‘hey started grinding soon after the harvest in 1859 and John Mor- 
ris Phillips brought the first wheat to be ground." 


‘he same article says that Wm Henderson bought the stone mill 
in the spring of 1862, sold a share toa Mr, Dubbs, a miller, and 
placed his son James Henderson there to learn the milling business. 
Flour in barrels was hauled to Manchester and to Marion for rail- 
road shipping. “During this time they made a splendid grade of flour 
and Manhattan Mill was known to be one of the best flour mills in 


the state.” 
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In 1865 Henderson sold the. mill and the stone house to Amos 
Green and William Haggard of Dubuque. Later, Mr, Haggard, 
brother-in-law of Green, moved to Viola and Alfred Green went into 
partnership with Amos. The late Frank Green, who spent his last 
years in Coggon, explained that his grandfather and three sons in- 
vested in the mill at first, but that his father, Henry Green, sold his 
share to others and purchased a farm near Prairieburg. ‘The Greens, 
soon after acquiring the mill, tore down the stone superstructure 
and erected a frame building on the same foundation, Not long after 
1865 when the Green Bros. Grist Mill began operating, the chinch 
bug came to this area destroying wheat crops and discouraging that 
line of agriculture. However, milling continued as a paying industry 
for many years. John Franklin, an early resident on the property 
now occupied by Mrs. Emma Donovan, operated the mill: later, A. E, 
Nash took over the industry. This Nash was the father-in-law of 
the late Lawrence Ware. ‘The mill stood idle a few years; then, one 
evening in the fall of 1911, it burned to the foundation, Cogqgon 
people were shocked and grieved at the ruin of our scenic land- 


matk—The Old Mill. 


THE EARLY VILLAGE 


‘Uhe river made the mill possible; the near-by pioneer settlements 
made it necessary. Because of ridge topography on the south, con- 
tributory neighborhoods lay mainly on the east, north, and west of 
the mill site. Before recounting stories of our pioneer neighborhoods, 
it may be well to give a brief sketch of the village that came about 
with usual economic sequence. We have noted Bruce's dwellings 
and store building. Our most direct information concerning the early 
Village comes from the former Vida Blanch, now Mrs, Earl Brutsman 
of Hopkinton, ’ 

She writes that the Blanch family were a part of ¢he early his- 
tory of Coggon, Her Uncle John Blanch and family came to Iowa 
from New York City in 1861, and settled on land which later was 
the Henry Warnock farm, Later, John opened a general store in 
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Coggon on the corner north of the present Christian Church. At 
tirst he came in from the farm home, then at a time between 1880-84, 
he built onto the store to provide living quarters. Vida has a tin- 
type of the store and a picture taken after the residence part was 
added. Her father, Chas. A. Blanch, came out from New York City 
to her Uncle John’s about 1875. Bor a time he worked in “Al” 
Green's store, then about 1880-81 he went into partnership with John. 


Vida’s parents, Charles A. Blanch and Alice Arnold, whose par- 
ents came from northwestern New York in 1856 and settled near 
Manchester, were married in March, 1880, at the John Blanch farm 
home. Vida was born in the house which her father built just back 
of the store. A brother older than Vida died when six years old. 
The young husband and father passed away before Vida was old 
enough to retain a memory of him. She says, ‘When the railroad 


came through Coggon my mother boarded and roomed some of the 
workmen. In 1889, | believe, we moved to Oregon but remained 
only one winter and on our return built the home we owned in the 
cast part of town. At that time there were thick woods between the 
house and the street on which the churches are located.” 


Of the early days she says, ‘When I was very small the “Town 
pump’ where every family obtained drinking water was at the foot 
of the hill across from where Tom McMeel lived, In earlier days 
that house was a saloon. A Dr. Cunningham lived in a tiny house up 
the hill from the McMeel house. Al Green's first store was near the 
Lown pump. The old creamery stood on that street running west 
between the McMeel and Reeves houses. I believe Sherman Hanna 
was creamery man then. I was in that creamery many times. ‘There 
was a store across the street and just north of the Blanch store— 
about where the small Caldwell house later stood—-which was a drug 
store and something else. I have a picture of that store; the band 
met there for practice. While we still lived in our first home there 
was a sinall building across the street north, housing a Butcher Shop. 
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Cam Kirkwood from Hopkinton ran a Harness Shop—I can’t recall 
the location—and boarded with my mother.””. When the Blanch fam- 
ily were living back of the store, Will Lascell and family lived in’ 
the small house next to the Christian Church; the properties joined 
and ‘l’om Lascell and Vida were playmates. When the Blanch fam- 
ily moved to the east part of town where Harry Read now lives, 
Lascells lived on Linn Street and again the two properties joined, 
Quite a coincidence that the two men acquainted in New York City 
should have adjoining properties in Iowa. 


Nette Scism Willmott, who lived in the two-story house just 
north of the river, remembers the creamery and that it.was east of 
the mill and on the same side of the road. Jennie Warnock Mont- 
gomery remembers that Will Lascell once lived in the tiny house up 
the hill from the McMeel house. The Town pump figures in school 
history. 


Items From Other Source Material 


When the Greens came they built a store at the foot of the rise 
across from the mill and to the east; there Alfred kept a general store 
with a Mr. Clark using the rear space as a shoe repair shop. In 1870 
the building was moved east across the north-south road and south 
up the hill to a location about where the James Ironside. residence 
stands. Sant Robinson did the moving with capstan and skids. In 
1879 Bert Welch and Milton DeWoody kept a general store there; 
the Welch family occupied a house close to the store. Later the 
house was moved ‘to the foot of the hill where the first livery barn 
stood.” (Probably, had stood) ‘Vhe house stands, recently known 
as the J. J. Leach property. : 


Will Lascell, a relative of the Coquillettes, and uncle of Bert 
Welch, clerked in the store. Welch and DeWoody sold the store to 
Otis Nugent, and he sold it to Will Nash. South of the store was a 
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tin shop operated by E. T. Hastings. The room above the shop was 
used by the K. P. Lodge, organized in 1883, and for a dance hall. 
It was there, in the winter of 1884, that Will Lascell and Jennie Co- 
guillette won first prize offered for the best dance couple, 


The town’s first and only saloon was here at about that time, 
but not for long. The keeper John Manyan, was arrested for dis- 
turbing the peace and taken before Justice W. H. Weeks. ‘North 
of the saloon was a wagon and blacksmith shop owned by Fred 
West and Jerry Lee.” (Not clear whether there were two separate 
shops) Later Jerry Lee moved his shop to the east side of the road 
and built a good residence, still standing, back in from the street. 
Mrs. Lee lived on there many years. 


Our John McAreavy sr., has reason to recall that when he was 
about ten years old and living north of town, Dave French and Pete 
Ward-—an old soldier living at the Tom Main home—ran the black- 
smith shop. John’s father had a horse to be shod. On a day, just 
after dinner John left for town riding one horse and leading the other; 
if was cold and the unshod horse was slow. but the distance Was 
great. When he reached the shop the men gave him money and sent 
him across to the saloon for beer, while they got the forge going. 
‘hey set the beer on the forge to heat, then after some refreshment 
they began their work; but with frequent stops for drinks, they 
were all afternoon at the job. At last they finished both the job and 
the beer; the horse turned, catching the front cork of the shoe in a 
crack between the planks of the floor—the shoe had to be taken off, 
John was sent for more beer: the forge was replenished; the beer was 
set to heat lt was late evening and snow was falling before John 
got home from that errand. 


Such was the pattern of our first business district—along the 
slope of the old main road where it angles northeast, in the level at 
the foot of the hill, and along the road west past the mill. Dwellings 
were maitly on higher ground to the south, If we wonder at the 
much moving of buildings, we find the answer in the matter of trans- 
portation, Before 1859 Dubuque and Davenport were the nearest 
railroad towns, and until after 1887 Marion and Manchester were 
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the nearest. Before 1865 we had no bridges; a ferry operated at a 
point where the railroad bridge is now. In ‘65 a bent bridge was 
put across the river from the north road. Ike Sutherland directed 
the work; Celar Halstead, W. H. Weeks, James and Robert Hender- 
son, Sant Robinson, and others helped with the raising. Several 
times there were freshets which washed the bridge out. In 1880 a 
new bridge was built which stood until the recent change in the road 
on the north. 


Access to the mill from rural areas was difficult enough; ap- 
proach from the west was least so. Mrs. Harry Kerr remembers the 
location of a fork in the road that winds in past her father's place— 
now Walter's. Just west of the present underpass a branch followed 
the town-side of the river, probably directly to the mill. Mrs. Bruts- 
man distinctly remembers that the road from the east followed the 
outside curve of the river around to the north bridge. The east 
bridge was built in 1888. Mrs. Irene Dighton, in doing research for 
Methodist Church history, learned that the Pleasant Hill building 
was moved across the O'Hara and the Weeks farms and forded 
across the Buffalo at the bend just between the present ball park and 
the disposal plant. | 


PIONEER SETTLEMENTS 


Most of our pioneers from New lingland and New York State 
sojourned in other states on their way west—Ohio, Indiana. Illinois, 
and Wisconsin; others from scatiered parts of Canada, came directly 
or by stages; immigrants from over seas usually came in related 
groups, und often directly to lowa, States on our cast were fairly 
‘well settled at the time lowa lands were opened for settlement, 
Concerning the settlement known as Nugent's Grove we find: ‘There 


Was heavy timber along the Buffalo River, massive walnut: hickory, 
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elm, birch, mapie, poplar, ash, and the various species of oak. The 
surrounding country outside of the timber lands, was one vast un- 
broken prairie and it was the general opinion that the prairie country 
would never be settled.’ Historians say it was thought logical that 
crops would not grow where trees did not grow by nature. 


It took what was known in Colonial times as ‘‘soul stealers” to 
induce European farm folk to come to these prairie lands. Our 
Mrs. Barbara Reilly has told how land men induced her father to 
leave their home in Czechoslovakia for land near Prairieburg; that 
her mother cried all the first year lonely for the rolling land, or- 
chards, well, and other picturesque time-wrought features of the 
European home. 


Settlers eagerly took up land in the timber belt extending from 
north around io southeast of the town site, and in areas on the west. 
Familiar names of some who settled on the west before the mill was 
erected are: Albin D. Mills and son Mahlon; F, M. Phillips, Wm 
Henderson, Edwin L. Ware with his parents and sister, Mrs. Kidder. 
Henry ‘lhorpe, and George Edgerly. The list of later comers and of 
settlers north and east is too long to be included here. A Linn 
County map in a History published 1878, indicates Paris and Prairie- 
burg as platted towns, and Valley Farm and Nugent’s Grove as 
P. O's. We drew from the two towns later. 


ye eS 
Nugent’s Grove 


Our postal service came about with the development of a pion- 
eer settlement on the east. ‘The directory included in the Linn 
County History, 1878 gives this entry: ‘Nugent, J. J., farmer, Sec. 12; 
P.O. Nugent’s Grove; owns 660 acres, worth $16,000; was born in 
Clark Co., Ind., June 16, 1820; came to this county in 1849, settling 
where he now lives; there are only two men now living in Jackson 
tp. who were here at the time of his coming. Was Postmaster from 
1655 to 1868. Married to R. E. Ford, May 4, 1851, who was born in 
Pennington Co., Vt., Feb, 3, 1824; she taught the first school in Jack- 
son I'p. in the summer of 1850, in a vacated dwelling near where the 
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_ school house on Sec. 27 now stands; their children are Otis J., Oril 
May, Eva E. and Adin E.: the eldest, Mary Etta, died July 28, 1863. 
aged 10 years.” A Linn County Atlas, 1907, report of Jackson Twp., 
gives this item: ‘In 1847, Nugent came and settled on the farm now 
owned by Tobe Husmann, known for many years as Nugent's. 
Grove.” A research by Mrs. Nina Ellis, carricd by the Monitor of 
October, 1955, gives this item concerning the Nugent child’s death: 
An accident happened at the Mill one day saddened the community. 
Nugent's team became frightened and ran away throwing his 11-year- 
old daughter out of the wagon, killing her.” 


The Cedar Rapids Gazette of Friday, Sept. 28, 1923, carried a 
story of Coggon secured mainly by interview with the late Will Ga- 
ter and his mother. It says of the first pioneers: “It is certain that 
J. J. Nugent who landed in Linn county in 1849 was one of them, and 
probably the first to make a permanent home here. He came from 
Indiana when he was 29 years old and decided it was a good place 
to stay. He put up his log cabin in a grove two miles east of the 
present town site and the place soon became known as Nugent's 
Grove, a name which was retained for the town that was built later. 
... Nugent succeeded in having a vost office established and in 1855 
was made postmaster, holding that office until 1868." Another para- 
graph says, “The mill was later taken over by the Greens and the 
post office moved from the home of Nugent in the grove to the town. 
‘The post office department dropped the ‘Grove’ part of the name and 
the town was known as Nugent for a time.” Will Gater’s mother, 
born Susan Reynolds, was eight years old in 1853 when her parents 
and several other families came by covered wagons to the settlement. 
Leo Kinley remembers hearing that a member of the Reynolds faimily, 
looking down the road one evening, observed a covered wagon 
which proved to be that of Wm Henderson. . The little girl in the 
wagon was Hannah Jane, who by marriage to Peter T. of another 


branch of the Henderson family, became the grandmother of Jean 
‘Kerr, now the wife of Leo Kinley. Wm Henderson had come from 
Scotland when eight years old to Canada. He married Alie Bursell 
of Yorkshire, England. Wm and Alie Henderson lived on a farm in 
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Canada before coming to Linn County in the spring of 1854. Their 
six children were, William, who died while serving this country in 
the Civil War; James who became president of Henderson State Bank 
of Wessington, South Dakota; Peter G.; Robert, a farmer of Cedar 
County, Iowa; Henry, a farmer of Jackson township; and Hannah J., 
the wife of Peter T. Henderson. 


‘he Reynolds family ‘‘were part of the picturesque generation of 
emigrants who left their homes in Indiana and Ohio for Iowa... tra- 
veled slowly across Illinois and into the Hawkeye state in creaking 
prairie schooners. The family of seven which included Mrs. Gater 
came in two covered wagons, one drawn by oxen and the other by 
horses. ‘They were three weeks on the way. . the journey, though at- 
tended with hardships and dangers, was an adventure, especially for 
the children. Mr. Reynolds bought a one-room and loft log cabin 
for the family of seven. There were even larger families in cabins 
as small. Severe winter storms hemmed them in for days and some- 
times for weeks. Dubuque then was their market place; several days 
_ were required for the trip by which they delivered wheat and dressed 
pork and brought back farm and household supplies. Mrs. Gater’s 
mother had brought her spinning wheel and loom, and spun and wove 
the cloth with which to clothe the family. At first there were no 
schools near the Reynolds place, although there ‘was one in another 
part of the township. Susie Reynolds and other children of the 
neighborhood learned their A-B-C's from Sally Burgess in a slab 
shanty. Frank O'Hara said recently that Will Gater once showed 
him the stumps of four trees which, standing, had served as corner 
posts for a school house. Nugent's Grove, their post office, was on 
the main mill road from Marion to Delhi and Manchester. 


Coming into lowa they crossed the river at Davenport and “hit” 
the emigrant trail through Anamosa which led in zig-zag course on 
up through the state and fringed out in the northwest corner. 


When Susan Reynolds grew up she married Walter Gater who, 
in 1850 when 16 years of age, had come from London with his par- 
ents. After living for awhile in New York City, Lewis Gater 
brought his family to Iowa where he purchased forty acres of the 
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Haight government entry extending up and down the Buffalo river. 
Part of that land was on the present site of Coggon. Walter Gater 
figures prominently in the second stage of Coggon's development. 


Frank O'Hara, who has lived on the home farm in section two 
for more than eighty years, remembers that Nugent built a iwo-story 
log house and used part of it for post office, and recalls hearing Nu- 
gent comment that folks seemed to come for their mail about noon. 
‘The Boulder township directory in the Linn County History, 1875, 
lists ten farmers having the P.O. Nugent's Grove ‘address. A re- 
search of Coggon’'s history, 1937, states that before the railroad 
came there were fewer than a dozen families living in the village. 
Frank knows the location of buildings as of early days in the Nugent 
locality. ‘Stories of the pioneers will be included later as space 
allows, 


At the time the elderly Nugents built the large house now owned 
by Jas. Ironside, Coggon had a umber yard: Myrtle De Woody Free- 
man who then lived in the stone house, recalls that Mr. Nugent 
carried much of his lumber piece by piece to his building site. Mrs. 
Nugent survived her husband several years. When it became neces- 
sary for her to leave Coggon and live with a daughter, there was, 
among articles to be disposed of, the desk which Mr. Nugent had 
used during his years as posimaster. Mrs. Tom McMeel. one to 
prize anything suggestive of education, obtained the desk, and her 
daughter, Ruth, our present postmaster, has it in her possession. 


Se 


MAIL ROUTES 


Mail service being a first consideration in any community, the 
early history of ours may be of interest. Mention was made that 
the county map in History of linn County, 1878, shows the locations 
-of Nugent's Grove P.O. and Valley Farm P.O. in our township; 
also, the map shows West Prairie P. O. over the line jn Spring 
Grove Township. ‘The county mop in the History of Delaware 
County, 1878, shows locations of six post offices between the county 
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line and a distance about halfway to Manchester or to Delhi. They 
are: Grove Creek near the county line east of Nugent; Union, Hazel 
Green, and Golden Prairie in a curve to the northwest: Tower Hill 
and Berryville in a line north of our town site. Of these centers only 
Nugent’s Grove developed into a town, or more strictly speaking, 
survived by moving to the mill site. Will Nash's store has been men- 
tioned; the P. O., Grace Ellis Williamson recalls, was in the back. 


There is incidental mention of a Mangold P.O. not shown on 
the map, but which is listed in [eo French’s documented records. 
Leo's files contain record of Iowa's territorial post offices. One was 
established in Jones County 1841, receipts for the first fiscal year 
being $4.33. ‘The territorial office at Marion was established 1841. 
first year receipts $126.88. 


Leo began his philatelic project some forty years ago. By the 
correlated work of securing and filing documents his files have 
reached the proportion of a college history course. Wm. Crosier, 
our other outstanding philatelist, began the project in his boyhood. 
‘hat special interest no doubt had much to do with his attaining an 
exceptionally high rating for his records work as postmaster. 


Leo has a letter—cover and contents—mailed from Nugent's 
Grove in the summer of 1874. The writer was a young lady from 
Marion, boarding around while teaching the school She mentions 
her two-weeks stay at Smiths as being pleasant; her mention that 
Orlie and Jennie went to a dance at the Mill one evening, identifies 
the family as that of John C. Smith living in section one of the town- 
ship at the time. The writer tells her sister of the ‘Green Horns’ of 
the neighborhood, several of whom are ‘smitten.’ The name Countney 
suggests relationship to the Alex Houstons, early settlers west of here 


Mail routes were between Marion on the south and Delhi and 
Manchester on the north. ‘The Marion post office was established 
in 1839. ‘The plats of Marion and Cedar Rapids were recorded on 
the same day, to wit: April 3, 1843." “In 1864 the Dubuque and 
Southwestern Railroad, running from Farley to Cedar Rapids, was 
built into Marion.” 


Delhi had the first post office in Delaware County. It was es- 
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tablished March 14, 1844. Charles W. Hobbs, prominent in official 
public affairs, was postmaster at one time; but his wife. Mary Rin- 
gold Hobbs, was the first to serve in the office. Incidentally, Chas. 
Hobbs and his second wife, Philinda S. Barnes, were the parents of 
Bertha, the wife of E..C. Nash who preceded our Will Crosier as 
owner and publisher of ‘Vhe Coggon Monitor. 


Manchester, known as Burrington until January 23, 1857, when 
by Act of the lowa General Assembly the change of name was ap- 
proved, secured its post office April 8, 1856. | 


Another relative matter is that of crossing the river at Central 
City. E. S. Wetherbee, submitting material for the Linn County 
History, 1911, Vol IJ, gives a story of Central City’s old Mill and the 
bridges. Of the crossing he says, ‘For a number of years the only 
way of getting across the river, and that only when the water was 
low, was by fording it somewhere near what is now known as the 
upper bridge.” A Mr. Clark owning a large tract of land in that 
area, the crossing was known as Clark's Ford. -A town was platted 
east of the river; a bridge was needed. One was built without ask- 
ing county assistance. Money raised by popular subscription, labor, 
lumber, sticks of timber, whatever anyone could contribute went into 
the project. ‘Vraffic over the 'ridge b>gan in 1857; a freshet carried 
it down stream in 1859. ‘The county soon replaced it with a wooden 
structure, at a cost of around $4,000. That bridge stood for many 
years; the present steel bridge replaced it some time ago. 


Mail carriers must have been keenly interested in progress ibeing 
made along their routes. Mainly the trips were made on horseback. 
‘he mail was heavier that Abe Lincoln, walking, could have carried 
in his hat, and lighter than after the advent of mail-order catalogues. 


As our senior John McAreavy recalls the times, the carrier fol- 
lowed our old 13 from Central City, made a connection with our 
west approach, went east and north to Tower Hill and Berryville. 
According to Mr. French’s record, the settlement P.O.’s in Dela- 
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14 
ware Co. were established and discontinued between 1853 and 1900, 
at Union and Hazel Green respectively. 


Mrs. Ruth Hynes has supplied this datum list for the history of 
our local postal service. 


Jonathan J. Nugent, June 18, 1856 George W. Nash, June 22, 1889 
Amos B. Smith, April 24, 1865 James W. Hamilton, April 21, 1893 
Milton Haggard, Dec. 4, 1866 Nina B. Hamilton, Oct. 29,. 1895 > 
Alfred F. Green, April 30, 1868 Henry C. Merriam, Dec. 23, 1898 
Otis J. Nugent, Feb. 21, 1882 Francls W. Allison, Oct. 19, 1909 
George W. Nash, Sept. 4, 1883 John J. McAreavy, July 1, 1914 
Alfred F. Green, Sept. 17, 1885 William M. Crosier, Sept. 5, 1923 


Ruth A. Hynes (nee Ruth McMeel) March 8, 1936 


Ruth adds that before there was rail transportation mail was 
carried by stage coach, wagon, and by horseback. Patrons of the 
surrounding territory had to go to Nugent's Grove to get their mail. 
Since the Illinois Central discontinued passenger and mail service 
the local office receives deliveries by Star Route twice daily. 


Mrs. Hynes mentions the post office robbery which occurred 
when Allison was serving. Mr. McAreavy and Philomena recall de- 
tails of the incident. The soap and glycerin mixture used to blow 
open the safe smeared ceiling and walls, and tore a hole in the east 
wall. Stamps and postal savings were taken; sheets of stamps were 
found later near the railroad crossing south of town, 


Warren J. Caldwell has served as regular clerk since October. 
1946. Mrs. Garnet Main, who has been on the rolls irregularly 
since 1933, retired May 1, 1957, 


Rural Delivery Service, which did not begin anywhere until 
1896, began in Coggon in 1900. Rural Route I was established 
November 15, of that year with Wm H, McAreavy as carrier; he 
was succeeded November 15, 1901, by James J. Leach who served 
until June 30, 1917, Other carriers, some of whom served in differ- 
cut periods, are: Wm J.McAreavy, Ray A, Brown, John Stephenson, 
james Freeman, Harry Lyons, Elmer LeClere, Willis F. Myers, For- 
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rest A. johnston, Willie L. Gater, Howard Runyan, Joseph T, Houla- 
han, Henry H. Ehlers. Forrest Johnston, who served from 1923 to 
1934, returned to the route May 4, 1953, and is still serving. 


Persons who served Route I as temporary or substitute carriers 
are: Elmer Fay, Harry Lyons, Joseph A. Hladek, LeRoy Marburger, 
Howard Runyan, Charles Holub, Loretta T. Houlahan, Keith Ellis. 
and Joseph Ironside. ; 


Rural Route 2 also was established November 15, 1900. Thos. 
FP. McCann, appointed on that date, served until September 16, 1920. 
Other carriers are: Harry Lyons, Howard Runyan, William J. Mc- 
Areavy, and Joseph Houlahan, still serving. Temporary or substi- 
tute carriers on Route 2 are: Wm J. McAreavy, Howard F. Runyan, 
John McMeel, Alvah Nietert, Henry H. Ehlers, Glen Ellis, Leo J. 
Gardner, and Leonard K. Bolton. 


Rural Route 3 was established January 15, 1904. Herbert Rich- 
ardson served from that date until April 30, 1915. Elmer Fay served 
as temporary carrier from May 1, 1915, through September 15, that 
year. David F. Dripps, by transfer from Olin, Iowa, served as regu- 
lar carrier until July 31, 1917, when he resigned. Consecutive tem- 
porary carriers from August 1, 1917 through April 20, 1918, are: 
Chas. I. Fawley, William J. McAreavy, Fawley, Glen G. Gardner, 
who served until April 20, 1918. Willic Gater was then appointed’ 
regular carrier on April 22, 1918, and served until the route was dis- 
continued July 31, 1934. He was then reassigned to Route 1. 
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RESIDENTIAL AREAS 


Beginning with the stone house our first neighborhood of dwell- 
“ings was on Market Street. The Greens required housing for. four 
families. ‘lhomas, the father, purchased the house built by a Dr. 
Weston and which stands at the corner of Market and Main. Later. 
and for many years it was the home of I. S. Hanna who married 
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Maria, a daughter of Thomas. Alfred built east of the stone house, 
and Haggard, who married a daughter of Thomas, lived in a log’ 
house east of Al's. ‘The Haggards were foster parents of Will De- 
Woody and his sister Lydia the orphan children of another daughter 
of Thomas. Lydia married Gowanus Blanch, and Will married 
Jennie Smith. Amos Green built a large frame house across the 
street south from the stone house. As neeéd arose, the Amos Greens 
accommodated roomers and boarders, their home being known as 
The Pioncer House. Henry Green, who settled on farm land near 
Prairieburg, retired to Ccggon later, building the house now owned 
by Dr. Ondler. Some iime in the 80’s Alfred Green and wife Lydia, 
who was a sister of Dan Castle. made a home at the place now occu- 
pied by Fred Jossie. The south part of the dwelling having been the 
first school building. The Greens were living there with six child- 
ren before 1890, and had with them a niece of Al's Vina English, 
who became the wife of Tom Cummings and for whom Tom built 
the house with gables now owned by the Wm Crosiers. The Green 
children were Milan, Minnic, Carl. Ray, Glenn, and Leo, a hand- 
some boy kept wearing his long dark curls until about school age. 
A. L. Willis was an early resident on Market Street, having built. 
the large house between Hanna's and the Chas. Blanch house. Mr. 
Willis and Laura P, White, whom he marricd, were natives of 
Franklin Co., Mass., and came to Linn County in 1855. Their child- 
ren are Prank R., Minnie E., Alice M., Fred E. and Jessie L. 
Minnie married Vhomas Henderson and they established the long- 
time home southwest of Coggon. 


Mrs. Minnie Green Olinger writes thot she can well remember 


that from Amos Green's home and all south of that was timber ahd 


her grandfather's corn field. The stone house became a neglected 


property for many years; then Lulu G., daughter of Henry Green 
and marricd to Walter Read, converted it to the bungalow mentioned 
before. ‘lhe first Alfred Green house was sold to S. R. Caldwell 
and moved to each Linn Street to clear the site for the A. W. Sav- 
age residence. Mrs, Marian Savage still residing there, is a grand- 


daughicr of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Willis. 
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‘An oid house standing between.the.stone house and the Savage 
residence was the home of Dr. A. J. Byerly, who married Eva Vin- 
ton, daughter of early settlers west of town, The log house used 
by Haggard was razed to clear the site for the large house built by 
‘Thomas Main, and which was sold this present summer to Mr. and 
Mrs. James Basler. 


‘The Clemons family came to Coggon in 1887 and built a hotel 
known as The Clemons House. ‘People thought it strange to have a 
hotel in the woods.” It was one of the first buildings on Main 
Street. : 


Mrs. Sadie Blanch Clemons has told us that the first house in 
what is now Coggon was that built by Mr. Pickett, a wagon maker, 
that it was located on the old road about where the Rufus Sisler 

home is now, and that it was moved back to Second Street, and un- 
_ til recently was the first house south of the Presbyterian manse. In 
that location it was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Babcock. the parents 
of Mrs, Milton Joslyn. Mr. Pickett's daughter kept house and gave 
music lessons. A Coggon story published 1937, says, J. H. Pickett, 
first wagon maker, came in 1880.” In the limits of this history we 
cannot give the year by year development of either business or 
housing. 


os 
NAMING THE VILLAGE 


Actually, the village had no name until 1887, when the Illinois 
Central completed its track from Manchester to this point. Going 
to Green’s Mill had become synonymous with going to town. Will 
Gater, reporting to the Cedar Rapids Gazette, said, “The mill was 
later taken over by the Greens and the post office moved. from the 
home of Nugent in the grove to town. The post office department 
dropped the ‘Grove’ part of the name and the town was known as 
Nugent for a time.”” Minnie Green Olinger says of the controversy 
over naming the town, “Anyway, it was against the law to have two 
towns in the state by the same name. I can remember my father’s 
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Garden Seeds were shipped to the other Nugent, and by the time they 
got to our town it was too late to plant the seeds.” The Greens and 
their friends urged that the postal designation should be changed to 
Green's Mill. The Nugents and their friends were against the 
change. he railroad company had to have a name for the station. 
‘The two factions agreed to leave the naming to Senator S. L. Dows. 
one of the promotors of the road, and father of Col. W. G. Dows of 
Cedar Rapids. In celebration of the coming of the railroad a ban- 
quet was held at the Clemons hotel, then just recently built; Senator 
Dows was a guest. As reported, “The senator, after one of his in- 
imitable speeches concluded that after deep study he would suggest 
the name of an old Scotch friend of his—Coggon.”” Other accounts 
say that Dows was reminded of the name because he had just re- 
cently had a letter from Wm Henry Coggon. : 


Some years ago our mayor received a letter from the great- 
granddaughter of Wm Henry, saying that she had found issues of 
‘lhe Coggon Monitor among family papers, and expressed a wish to 
know something about the town. Someone was happy to reply. 
Mrs. Marian Savage visited the young lady, Miss Rita Coggon, in 
a recent year. The following item is from notes taken by Mrs. Sav- 
age while on her round-the-world ¢our. ‘'A portrait of Wm Henry 
Coggon, Scotchman for whom our town was named, may be seen in 
the Council Chamber, Sheffield, England. A great-granddaughter, 
Miss Rita Coggon, is employed at the Chamber. Wm H. Coggon 
held office as a councilor in and for Yorkshire.’ Mrs. Savage also 
met Rita's mother. Mrs, Ruth Gater has corresponded with Rita for 
several years. Rita was married this summer. 


Continuing from Will Gater’s report to the Gazette, “Coggon, 
however, was not platted until December, 1887, according to F, W. 
Lindahl, present town clerk. Daniel W. Dunham was the surveyor, 
the lots being platted on the property of the Green and the A, B. 
Robinson estates. It was not until five years later that Coggon was 
incorporated, and H. M. Sheldon elected the first mayor. 
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At the City Hail this spring Mrs. Leota Read, librarian and L. J. 
Hendcrscn, ‘Town Clerk, found the record of council meetings from 
August 19, 1892, through March 9, 1894. The meeting of August 19, 
evidently was not the very first meeting. Present at that meeting 
were, Mayor Sheldon, and Councilmen George Burnside, L. G. Hall, 
A. L. Willis, A. J. Ware, Dr. Howe, and Thos. Main. Recorder, 
Otis C. Makepeace. H.C. Merriam was Treasurer. 


‘The reaction to the coming of the railroad is expressed in an 
item from Ruth Hill’s scrap book. The heading is NUGENT Her 
Boom-—Present and Prospective: ‘“No town on the line of the Chica- 
go & Cedar Rapids road has shown more vim and enterprise than 
Nugent. It is having a real ‘“boom’-—-not wild speculation, but a 
heelthy growth.”. A REPUBLICAN correspondent reports six new 
buildings: A large hotel nearly completed, by A. J. Clemons; a large 
livery barn by John S. Wilson; a meat market by Thomas Main; a 
harness shop by J. J. Kirkwood, and a fine residence by Lincoln G. 
Fall. (only 5 given) Other lines represented: Cunningham & Hall, 
drugs; G. W. Nash, J. S. Blanch, and Green & Hanna, general stores. 
G. W. Andrews & Son, hardware; Peter Ward, a veteran of the 4th. 
Cavalry, who carries a saber wound as a memento of Pea Ridge, 
and George Barnes, and J. A. Lee, blacksmiths; Wesley Ackley, wa- 
gonmaker; Pred West, shoemaker, and Merit Waterhouse, bar- 
ber. ... Dr. A. L. Cunningham, an old practitioner, and Dr. A. J. 
Byerly, a young man and graduate of the State University,...T. B. 
Cummings, carpenter and contractor ...there would be more build- 
ings erected that fall, but it is impossible to get lumber, but this will 
be overcome in a few days by the completon of the road to the town. 
There are four religious societies; the Presbyterians only having. a 
building and located pastor... They also need a bank but we learn 
chat parties have bought a lot and will build for that purpose. .... 
Charley Getchell of Walker, will at once arrange for a lumber 
yard. .... ‘he late John Ashby sold land to the railroad company 
,for right of way with the agreement that the depot would be located 
Where he thought best. 


‘The young Dr. Byerly mentioned in the news story, never ap- 
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peared young to the children of the time. He was of spare build, dig- 
nified and precise in manner, and never seen to accelerate his gait 
when responding to a call. After calling him, a member of the sick 
person's family watched the street with considerable impatience. 
All knew the preface of his diagnosis—‘‘The probabilities are that 
the tendency will be...” With that recollection of the young doctor, 
it is hard to believe that he was the first man in town to ride a 
velocipede, that odd vehicle with a very high front wheel and a very 
small rear one. Cliff Main rermembers that fact. Later, the doctor 
was the first to appear on Main Street wearing a shirt waist—a 
pretty pink and full one. Linford Holcomb, seeing it, rushed home, 
bagged a shirt over his trousers band and had his young sister cut 
holes to allow for connection with suspenders. Belt style trousers 
came soon. 


When it seemed advisable to open a street west from the early 
north-south road and a block south from Market Street, men of the 
community turned out to fell trees and grub stumps. For some time 
‘the holes left from the grubbing made wagon traffic hazardous. Such 
was the condition of early Main Street. 


However, well before 1890 Coggon was an orderly arranged and 
attractive town. Following the Clemons House,.both sides of our 
‘wo-block Main Street were built up almost to capacity. An aristo- 
cratic residential area filled nearly all of the building lots to the pre- 
sent south limit of Third Street. Three churches were in their present 
locations on the west side of the street. The two-story school buiild- 
ing stood near the front of the present school grounds. Most of the 
Jarger residences on Third Street were built in that era. Among them 
are the Geo. Burnside house now the home of Mrs. Wm Montgom-. 
ery; the Ryan Ary house now the home of Mrs. Trumbull; the Henry 
Merriam house now belonging to the Forrest Johnstons, and exten- 
sive grounds; there was a large sunken croquet court in the grove 
which extended to the street on the south. Grant Hall lived in the 
present Henry Ehlers house. Almost every family on this street and 
elsewhere in town had a horse and carriage. Barns of that time still 
stand along the alley between ‘Third and Second streets. Picket 
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fences lined Third Street, and were a regular feature of residence 
properties elsewhere. 
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ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


; When the Archbishop gave the message to rebuild St. Michael's 
of old Belmont into a new St. John’s at Coggon, members. in every 
corner of the community contributed funds and labor to the utmost 
of their abilities, 
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METHODIST CHURCH 


In January, 1867, H. C. 
Brown, a Methodist pastor 
from Buck Creek, conducted 
a revival at the Fuller school 
where he organized those de- 
siring Methodist affiliation. 
The next year Henry Bar- 

-gelt came, raised funds for a 
building at Pleasant Hill, and 
dedicated it in August, 1868. 
Since 1872 the Church has 
been joined with congrega- 
tions in different circuits. In 

| 1891, the building was moved 
to the town site as told elsewhere. In 1902, Ehler was put on the 
circuit with Coggon; in 1911, the Ehler building was taken down and 
the material used in an addition to the Coggon Church. 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


The war over: The Greens, 
Nugents, and other families of 
the Grove area became the or- 
iginal congregation of the 
Church. In 1865, a series of 
meetings was held at Ehler 
school. July 8, 1866, the group 
met at Nugent school for or- 
ganization, and continued there 
for nearly ten years. The 
school stood just west and 
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a church was erected east and south in the oak grove, later the site of 
the Nugent school. In 1889 the building was moved to Coggon. A 
former elder had suggested such a move should a railroad come to 
this part of Linn County. 
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THE FOURSQUARE GOSPEL CHURCH 


I'he Foursquare Gospel Church in Coggon has been in its pres- 
ent location since April, 1944. It is a branch from the Mother 
Church in Los Angeles, incorporated 1927,. California, as “‘Interna- 
tional Church of the Foursquare Gospel.” 

‘The doctrinal basis of the Church is found in the first chapter 
of Ezekiel, Old Testament: The face of man—The Man of sorrows: 
he face of a lion—Christ our baptizer with the Holy Spirit; The 
face of an ox—Christ our healer or burden bearer; The face of an 
eagle—-Christ our coming King. 


Other scriptual assurances and revelations of Christ's four-fold 
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purpose for man are: The Foursquare Altar, Foursquare Breastplate, 
pay tunre Oblation, Foursquare City. 


Minigt des who have served here are: Mr. and Mrs. Fred Shultz, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Redpath, Mr. and Mrs. Wm Belcher, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Hubbard, Misses Mossman and Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Nash. 


‘The Reverend Lena Ehresman, who is in her sixth year here, is 
a cultured and civic-minded young woman. 


Fe a 


CLEMONS HOUSE and RELATED MATTERS 


¢ 


North side of Main Street looking West, Clemons House on right 


Alonzo Clemons was born near Lake Champlain in New York 
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State 1818; Jeannette Cummings was born in Putnam just south of 
Champlain 1831. In 1860, Alonzo came to Wisconsin for farm work; 
the next summer Jeannette with their three children joined him. 
They lived in Sun Prairie, now a suburb of Madison, until 1871, 
when they moved to a farm in Allamakee County, Iowa. The move 
was made with two wagons. Mrs. Clemons drove the one holding 
household goods and with crates of chickens tied at the back; Alonzo 
drove the wagon holding farm implements and with extra horses tied 
_at the back; the three older children, Andrew 16, Will 14, and Jessie 
11, alternated at driving the cattle—always two with the herd. Bell, 
born in Wisconsin, was big enough to care for baby Margaret. 
When they reached Prairie du Chien a severe dust storm delayed 
operation of the ferry; they and another family had to stay in a large 
barn for two days and nights before the ferryman considered it safe 
to cross, 


While the Clemons family lived in Wisconsin two brothers and 
a sister of Jeannette’s had come to Iowa and settled in Green's Mill. 
‘The sister became Mrs. Tom Main; Tom Cummings, mentioned 
earlier, had lost his wife before leaving New York State and married 
into the Green family here; Frank had acquired property, and en- 
gaged in the building trade. On the picturesque Main homestead 
north of the river stands the house Frank built as a copy of their old 
home in New York. Coming to Iowa the Cummings families popu- 
lated the village of Zwingle, south of Dubuque, and from there 
scattered to different localities. 


Although urged by relatives to come to Green's Mill the Clém- 
ons family stayed on the farm in Allamakee County sixteen years; 
then, hearing of the need for a hotel, they made the move. The 
families had visited each other, and Jessie had made regular trips in 
summer to teach music in Mill and Grove areas. Alonzo's health was 
failing. Mrs. Clemons and her comely daughters were good cooks, 
friendly and hospitable. Soon after coming to Coggon, Jessie was 
marricd to Hugh Sheldon. Sheldon, the town's first mayor, had a 
furniture and undertaking establishment; Jessie had a millinery store. 
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Sybii, their oniy chiid, majored in Home Economics at Coe, taught in 
lowa and in the Orient before her marriage to Thomas A. Hines of 
England and the Orient. 


Margaret, the baby when the family crossed into Iowa, was 
married to Pred Crosby, station agent. In his story will be found 
the reason for his long stay in the Coggon Depot. 


The two daughters marrying left Bell the main cook and ‘“‘Dick"’ 
the only waitress. When Dick decided on a nursing career some 
outside help was needed. The family living room became a music 
center. Between 1903~1905 Bell, as pianist, organized a quartet— 
Jessie Hanna Savage, soprano; Margaret Crosby, alto; Wallace De- 
Woody, tenor; Will Gater, bass. They practiced regularly, and 
responded to requests at various occasions. Other musicians spent 
much time there. Bell was pianist at the Presbyteran Church many 
years. 


Andrew was a carpenter, and later was owner of a furniture 
store and undertaking establishment. In 1899 he was married to 
Nina Belle Hamilton, who continued as postmaster after the death 
of her husband. She was a capable woman, but with no sisters or 
brothers, and her parents gone, she was fortunate in having Andrew 
to share the rearing of her two children, Wallace and Harriet. For 
a short time Mr. and Mrs. Clemons lived in New York State where 
they took up a vacated homestead. The word that they were living 
in a house that was fifty years old amazed Coggonites of that day. 


Will Clemons never married; he kept young in spirit, read. good 
books, tutored young skaters and rowers, and in general added to the 
welfare and enjoyment of younger generations. He was observed 
to have a special reaction to each new day—out on the street early 
with greetings for all. He loved the outdoors. The Clemons women 
objected to using coal in their kitchen, so, every fall Will bought 
standing trees from a woodlot, felled them, had the wood hauled to 
the hotel where he chopped it. Around four o'clock every morning 
summer and winter, he could be heard chopping wood. 
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Jim, the youngest Clemons man, had a dray line, and kept an ice 
house. Te married Sadie Blanch daughter of G. G. Blanch, thus re- 
lating his family to an early settler’s family. The couple went to 
the Doolittle farm near the stone school, and there reared two splen- 
did boys. Later, they opened a store in the building now housing 
the Youthland and had living quarters in the part now used by the 
Foursquare Church. 


It is thought that Dick, the youngest of the Clemons girls, was 
engaged to Otis Makepeace who was drowned in a skating incident 
at the Mill Pond. He was a barber by trade, and served as recorder 
for the first Town Council. Dick married later in life, but did not 
live in Coggon. It was Mrs. Clemons’ deep desire that her children 
locate near the family home. The hotel was the only home for sev- 
eral young men; to one man it was the only home he knew through 
a long business career. Mrs. Walter Ellsworth reports that her 
Uncle David Bleakly was in business in Coggon for many years. . . 
“Also have a picture of the interior of the store. Billie LaScell, who 
clerked for Uncle for several years, is in the picture. Uncle stayed 
at the Clemons House so many years they all seemed like family to 
him.’” Mrs. Ellsworth’s father and David Bleakly were born in 
Ireland. 


‘The Clemons parents instilled in their children sincere reverence 
for the Church and a proper regard for the Sabbath. The grand- 
daughter Kathryn recalls being spanked for sliding on the banister or 
whistling on Sunday. The Sabbath was kept; regardless of the 
prices offered, Sunday dinners were served only to the residents of 
the hotel. . The Green and the Clemons families, because of their 
numbers and their concentration in the village area, put their culture 
stamp on the new town. ‘The Church, the Home, the Town, and 
Music. Such beginnings are to be appreciated. New comers from 
time fo time fit naturally into the society, or soon adapted to the 
better-life pattern. 
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LITTLE MISCHIEYOUS FREDIE 
by Kathryn Crosby Sanders 


Fred Crosby had a successful and happy life because of an in- 
telligent guardian and an understanding foster parent. ‘Fredric 
Josiah Castle was born in Janesville, Wisconsin, October 75: PB62. 
His parents, Harriette and Josiah Castle had come with a group of 
relatives, from England before the Civil War. There were four 
children in the family, Fredric being the youngest. Josiah was a 
carpenter and often worked all night as.well as all day. The country 
was embroiled in the Civil War and times were hard. Josiah died 
when Fredie was a small child. Soon one of the other children died— 
a boy-—and in 1869 the mother died. The record gives consumption 
as the cause of death in each case. I suspect that it was overwork 
and malnutrition. ‘he two daughters were taken in by relatives, but 
no one wanted little mischievous Fredie. He was six years old, and 
was taken to an orphanage. | Finally his guardian realized that he 
was a bright boy and recommended him to a Civil War Veteran, - 
Leonard . Crosby. Soon Fredie was adopted and became Fredric 
Castle Crosby, , 


Fate sent Fredie to a good home and loving parents. Leonard 
had learned much about caring for the sick and keeping healthy in an 
army camp during his service in the War. Since he knew of Fred's 
background of consumption he at once began to build up his health. 
Lhe Crosbys lived on a farm and he was out of doors most of the 
time. He was very active and full of mischief. Leonard also taught 
him skills and his mother taught him to knit. He knit all his mit- 
tens. In those days peopie were self sufficient. The Crosbys had a 
field of flax and when the crop was harvested it was made into 
linen, woven into cloth, and made the clothes for the family. They 
also had sheep and they provided the winter clothing and blankets. 


In the summer of 1875 the Crosbys moved to a farm near Ap- 
lington, lowa. The trip was made by wagon until one of the horses 
became lame and they had to finish the trip by railroad. Fred was 
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13 years of age. The farm was near Beaver Creek and Fred was in 
Paradise. He fished and hunted and learned much of nature from 
Leonard Crosby and his own experience. He went to the country 
school and when he finished that he went to the school in Aplington 
and graduated. | 


In the meantime the Illinois Central had built a railroad across 
the state. The older boys liked to hang around the depot and mar- 
vel over the mysterious telegraph key. Soon Fred was fascinated; 
he whittled two pieces of black walnut and made a substitute for a 
key and soon mastered it. He spent more time at the depot and 
helped but was not paid for it and his father had to put up a bond 
just to let him stay there. Although he was twenty-one he had very 
little responsibility—people did not mature as soon as they do now. 
Kinally he was hired to be the night man and was given a small sal- 
ary, One evenng a casket was unloaded and put in the freight house 
to be delivered in the morning. In those days people were supersti- 
tious. [red was scared badly but he did his work and perhaps grew 
up a little that night. After that he advanced quickly and was sent 
to several stations in lowa and one in’South Dakota before he came 
to Coggon. 


Early in the year of 1889 he was sent to Coggon and on De- 
cember 20, 1893, he was married to Margaret Clemons... Margar- 
et's mother was Scotch and she liked’ to have her family close to 
her. ...Perhaps that is why Fred did not move. He had been offer- 
cd larger stations with more pay but Coggon was his home. At one 
time he was ordered to another station. The merchants signed a 
petition . . .the request was granted. ) 


In the early days of his residence in Coggon he had trouble with 
thieves. ‘here was no saloon in Coggon and the young rowdies 
thought it a good joke to steal a keg of beer. Since Fred was alone 
in the depot and very busy before and after the train stopped it was 
hard to keep track of everything. . .. They had other ways of get- 
ting if. Once they got under the depot platform and bored through 
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to the keg and drained it. Sometimes he was able to get the beer 
back before it was tapped. If not, he approached the gang and said, 
‘I am short a keg of beer and I will have to call the Railroad detec- 
tives.’ ‘he gang soon gave him the money to replace the beer.” 


Depot—with living quarters above where the Crosbys lived 


‘l'wo of Mr. Crosby's incidental worries were boys falling into 
the millrace, and elderly fisherman walking on the track. 3 


‘Pred passed on to several Coggon boys the technical knowledge 
he acquired at Aplington. Charlie Knight, living near the depot was | 
the first apprentice; Linford Holcomb and Tom Lascell followed, 

‘there were other in line as long as the apprentice system was allowed. 
Linford was operator at Farley when 19. A Plummer boy because 
of exceptional skill soon advanced to a position on a New York City 


paper. 


BZ 


WILLIAM R. LaSCELL 


Probably no new town in the Mid-west acquired such charm 
and efficiency in its business life as Coggon had in the person of 
Will LaScell. 


He came to the village in its early days near the mill. The men- 
tion that he came to clerk for his nephew is a foreshadowing in the 
story of his business life. By temperament he was a clerk; by im- 
pulse he took the entire community into his embrace, and in turn en- 
joyed the love and approval of all. It was wondered why he did 
not start a business for himself. That would have disturbed his re- 
lation to the total situation. As a clerk, he retained the universal ac- 
guaintance he enjoyed, and with no selfish end in view he applied his 
talent toward his employer's success. There may have been a justifi- 
able satisfaction in knowing that where he went, trade followed. A 
long-time friend and employer, Milo Ware, had this to say of his 
meeting Will when he came to work in Green's store, “When I 
stepped into Green’s store a few days after they had hired this new 
clerk, 1 noticed immediately that something had happened. ‘The 
whole store had taken on a bright look. Then I met the dapper little 
gentleman with the Eastern accent, who was the new clerk, Billly 
LaScell, and realized that he was responsible for the change in the 
store.” 


William R. LaScell was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, in 
1846. He grew to young manhood there, lived in Illinois a short 
time, then came to a farm near Prairieburg to live with a sister, Mrs. 
Abe Coquillette. From there he came to Coggon. Jn 1883 he 
married Margaret Warnock a pretty dark-eyed sister of the War- 
nock men. ‘Their only child, Thomas, worked many years for the 
Chicago Great Western Railroad, and now retired, lives in Alham- 
bra, California. 


After joining the Zion Presbyterian church in 1885, Mr. LaScell 
was active in all interests of the Church. 
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_- Will LaScell spent a life time working in-different. stores in. Cog- 
gon where he was much beloved especially by the children. “Many 
who are now grandparents themselves will remember with nostalgia 
the little green, red, and white striped sack of candy that was slipped 
into the egg case by Billy just for them. Then his characteristic ex- 
clamation, “Well, for evah mohr!’ 


At the time of his 75th birthday the whole community joined in 
a celebration at the Church to honor him. 


a ae 


THE OPERA HOUSE 


NA) PAROLE TE | BABE 
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Just prior to 1913 a stock company was formed for the purpose 
of building an Opera House in Coggon. Dr. Kendall then practicing 
here, urged the project. At $25 a share there were many takers. Ken- 
dall and Bert Weeden managed the company for several years. 
Others whose names are familiar, are: A. W. Savage, Will Woods, 
J. J. McAreavy, and John Ashby who also loaned considerable money > 
_ to promote the work. 


‘The building added to the appearance of Coggon, and served 
various social and cultural needs. Mrs. Rae Smith recalls with pride 
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that the Reverend W. Harold Smith, deceased, addressed the class 
first to hold commencement exercises in the new building. 


But, the time came when the building failed to yield a profit; 
taxes accumulated; mortgage foreclosure was imminent. John Mc- 
Areavy and A. W. Savage undertook the work of clearing the tax 
matter, and of preventing foreclosure. 


Then in 1948, a group of citizens formed the Coggon Improve- 
ment Company, with the view of purchasing the building thus pre- 
venting its ever being used for any undesirable business. The Com- 
pany sold the building to Mr. and Mrs. Fay French of Central City, 
for use as a modern motion picture theater. Their deed carries an 
option insuring transfer only back to the Coggon Improvement 
Company. 
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North Side ap East Main St., showing old School House 
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WILLIAM HENDERSON 


An Atlas of Linn County says of Jackson Township: ‘‘Probably 
in no township in the county are there more descendents of the early 
settlers than in Jackson, notably among whom are the Hendersons, 
who represent the large landed interests.’ William, and son James are 
mentioned in the Mill story. James, later a banker, settled at the 
Ehler site, then located in South Dakota. William, his wife Allie 
Bursell, his five sons and little daughter, were mentioned by Susan 
Reynolds Gater who saw them as they came through the Nugent 
settlement. ‘lhe son William died in Civil War service. Mrs. Allie 
Kerr, daughter of the little Hannah, recalls her mother’s trips to the 
P.O. looking for mail from the brother. Peter G. married Jane A. 
Mills, daughter of Albin D. Mills, who came in 1853. Robert locat- 
ed in Cedar County. Henry married Hannah Blodgett and settled 
on the family’s first home site, now the John Gunderson place. They 
had one child, Charles, but fostered a Blodgett boy of about the same 
age, and Lester Henderson. Henderson land extended from south 
around west close to the town site. The daughter Hannah married 
Peter ‘I’. of another branch of the Henderson family. Peter T. settled 
on 571 acres where he spent the rest of his life, and where his son 
Walter still lives, with Tom, one of his sons, managing the place. 
Allie May married Harry Kerr and has lived near her father’s place. 
‘The Kerr children are Henry and Jean. Henry married Orpha Kerr, 
a classmate; their children are James and John. Jean married Donald 
Weeden, who died in early manhood, leaving the wife and their 
daughter, Mary Jean. A few years later Jean was married to Leo 
Kinl-y, and they are on the Kerr farm with Mrs. Allie Kerr. Mary 
}can Weeden is attending college at Fort Collins, Colorado. i The 
Kinley children are: Francis, Ann, Tommy, Janet, and Nancy. Henry 
_and the former Darlene Moss, have four children: Donald, Shirley, 
Barbara and David. ‘Vhey live on their farm southwest of Coggon 
known as Sutton Springs farm, 


Walter married Edith Jackson, a native of New Hampshire, and 
resident of Portland, Maine, at the time of her marriage. She is not 
related to the Jacksons of Delaware County, but to the Aaron Rich- 


H 
ee see ae! 
©, a. ; avVic f 


7 


awot noed 2 Io evi 


sit io ztusbhas wab atedm sods Ste Veiesy ai at at wo ue 
«3 -- » ~ tea ; 
giexa si? yo o ce woth virfousH a ard se mi mere . 


mc] nie has -teti W “et: nwint babel sorsi on) tats oot le 
.! iss wee (HM ont at benelinda” 
2 ai bots vol cordt otte aside 

if Deegeed 

cu ebloayeayn 

3 rh)? 4 


hb 219A 
J ’ 
fifV 


ardsons of Hazel Green; Ddith’s mother was a sister of Nell and N. 
B. Richardson's mother. They were daughters of a Belding family 
in the East. Walter and Edith’s children are: Paul, Thomas. Janet 
(Mrs. George McDonald), John, William, who died Shortly after his 
marriage to Helen Merritt, and baby Ruth (deceased). Five child- 
ren graduated from C.H.S. Paul graduated from Iowa State. and 
now located at Garner, he serves as County Agriculture Agent for 
two counties. Edith and Jean have done much of the research for 
this centennial project. 
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THOMAS HENDERSON 


‘Thomas is of a family line related to that of Wm and Allie Bur- 
sell Henderson, and like them is of Scotch descent with early resi- 
dence in Canada. His land joins that of the Henry Henderson place 
on the west. His marriage to Minnie Willis and the location of 
their home have been mentioned. A news item of 1938 tells of open 
house at their long-time home on their 64th wedding anniversary. 
Of their children—Lelia, Frank, Mark, Arthur, Carrie. Ruth. Leslie. 
Marian, and Esther, all except Frank have remained in this locality. 
Mark, Arthur, Leslie, Marian, and several of the grandchildren re- 
side in Coggon Lelia married Charles Mills of a pioneer family: 
Arthur married Mable Drexler, daughter of I. C. Drexler of the Nu- 
gent locality and of Coggon. Mable’s mother was of the Pillard 
family, pioneers of direct French ancestory. Carrie married Frank 
Lindahl whose father came over seas with his mother to join relatives 
settled at Moline, Hlinois. Leslie married Hazel Trumbull whose 
maternal grandfather, Lee Doane, did mach of the building in our 
early village as well as in the Silver Creek development near his 
farm home. Ruth Hill is working on a history of the family: it 
should be a large and interesting volume. Marian married A. W. 
Savage of a pioneer family on our north; his story warrants a full 
article, Lsther married Walter Rath of the community; only Mark 
did not marry from a local family. 
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CHAPEL HHGE COMMUNITY 


~The families of Henderson, Mills, McTavish, Doolittle, Forest, 
Long, and others were patrons of the Stone School and supporters 
of the Congregational Church which stood at the southwest corner 
of section 9, on the Wm McTavish land. Will McTavish married 
into the P. G. Henderson family. Will was a native of Canada, son 
of Dr. Duncan McTavish of Ontario, and grandson of Dugald Mc- 
Yavish, native of Argyleshire, Scotland, and graduate of Glasgow 
University. Will started out for himself-at eleven years of age when 
he began a three-year apprenticeship ina print shop at Sheldal, Iowa. 
Me followed journalism until he came to this part of Iowa in the in- 
terest of his parents. 


‘he J. J. Mills land joins the Tora Henderson land on the north: 
the P. T. Henderson land is next on the north and west of Coggon. 
Across the road the L. W. Burt land borders the town, and the 
‘Vhomas Main land lies along the river on our north. 


QUALITY RIDGE COMMUNITY 


) 

West and to the north of our immediate border, descendents of 
early settlers and many newcomers maintain a proud neighborhood. 
society. Larly families there are: Phillips, Cas‘le, Doane, Trumbull. 
Ellis, Milton and George Joslyn, Dix, Ware, Ondler, John Patton, 
Gus I.indahl of southwest Delaware County, Kerr, Vinton. Nietert 
and Gardner lands are to the south. The Vinton home in its ridge 
setting may be seen as a vista directly west from Main Street. 


‘lwo women prominent in Coggon life were neighbor girls on 
farms a short distance north of town-——Mrs. Susie McMeel of the 
omith family and Mrs. Ulizabeth McAreavy of the McEnany family. 
Vhe several girls of the two familics shared many enjoyments, and 
doublless some disappointmen!s. Elizabeth and a sister had the task 
of woking to town with eggs and carrying home purchases. Philo- 
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mena has heard that on one such trip a new broom was brought hume 
in two pieces; the girls went over the road again the next day. Susie 
Smith married Thomas McMeel of Delhi. Elizabeth McEnany 
married John J, McAreavy of Hazel Green. 


John McAreavy was born in County Antrim, North Ireland, 
and came to Canada when 5 years old. After three years in Canada 
the family removed to the Hazel Green location. Much of John's 
early work was in creameries. In 1902 he settled his family in Cog- 
gon and operated the local creamery eight or nine years. He served 
as Postmaster from July 1, 1914 through September 4, 1923. Philo- 
mena was his assistant. Mr, McAreavy still attends to his implement 
business with John jr | Although nast ninety Mr. M<Areavy has ihe 
appearance of a well kept business man more than ten years younger. 


ss 
Others Establishing Early Homes In Community 


In Coggon and in our rural area north are many representatives 
of Patton and Henderson families who emigrated from County Ty- 
rone, North Ireland, about 1849. They settled first in Philadelphia— 
not all came at the same time—-and then moved west to lowa. Heads 
of families are, Patton: Samuel, James, Nathan, and Elizabeth Pat- 
ton Knox. Henderson: Thomas, who matried Mary Patton before 
leaving Ireland; Alex, who married Sarah Montgomery. These fam- 
ilies constitute a major part of the membership of the Zion Presby- 
terian Church. 


xk Kk 
A. B. Robinson was an early settler on land in section 3, this 
township. John Ashby possessed it later, and acquired other land; 


Ashby’s Addition to Coggon lies south of west Linn Street. 
kk *& 


‘Turning again to farmsteads adjoining town on the south, we have 
the Woods farm across the road from the first Henry Henderson 
land. ‘his is not the early Woods home place, but the farm pur- 
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chased by Peter S., a son of Peter and Mary Woods, Pete and his 
sister Annie spent their active years on this farm. 


kk * 


Beyond the Woods farm is Chismore land. C. B. Chismore, an 
early comer and a rugged individualist, took up some thousand acres 
near the Buffalo. The Roy Chismores have a fine set of buildings. 
‘Vheir attitude toward life reminds us of the poem character who de- 
sired only ‘lo live in a house by the side of the road and be a friend 
to man.” | 
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AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 


Coggon is altogether representative of the American Way of 
Life—that composite way developed by peoples of different nation- 
alities, who, moving back inland from the seaboard to west of the 
Appalachians, learned the advantages of neighborliness and of adopt- 
ing the best of each other's ways. Topography and extent of the 
Mississippi valley made possible the gradual spread of this way. In 
the broad population belt on our east we find specific examples of 
the way in operation; we have persuaded Mrs. Mary Short of the 
Morrissey family to summarize an especially charming one. ~ . 


kok OK 
The Cradle Story 


Since the year 1891 the same cradle rocked the children of five 
families. When Mr. and Mrs. Ed Zumbach’s first child, Carrie 
Boss, was born they bought this cradle, then in turn used for Emma 
Husman, Minnie Witt, Olga Falconer and Edward jr. Shortly after 
that Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Morrissey moved to a joining farm and the 
twins, William and Kathryn Miller, were born. Mrs. Zumbach 
brought the cradle over; it was used also for Mary Short and James 
« Morrissey. Then the Zumbach’s daughter, Frieda Sisler, was 
born, but Mrs. Zumbach, the kind neighbor that she was, told the 
Morrisseys to keep the cradle that they could get along. So, Anna 
Minnis and Irank, the other Morrissey children used it in’ turn. 
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About that time a new family, Mir. and Mrs. Wm Mangold, built 
on the land adjoining the Morrissey farm, and when their first child, 
Blanche Carr, was born Mrs. Zumbach said let them use the cradle, 
so Norman, Loren, Wilbur and Fern Mangold Smith used it. An- 
other family, the Phil Kesters, moved into the neighborhood, and the 
cradle was put to use for their children, Gerald and Wilma Kester 

Albang. Then the Zumbach’s daughter, Frieda Sisler, not being | 
rocked in it herself, got it back, and her children, Darlene Cooper, 
Serge, and Delores all used it. 


** 


Rufus Sisler was Mayor of Coggon at the time of his marriage 
to Frieda Zumbach. The cradle, its wood never painted, is now in 
the Sisler’s possession. 
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Land—To have and to hold. In 1878 five Ary men were listed 
as farmers of the Grove-Prairicburg area. The experience of Na- 
thaniel and his bride is typical of that of many young couples from 
settled states east of our border. Nathaniel had served with Illinois 
troops—was with “Uncle Billy’ Sherman on the march to the sea. 
Home from the war, he married Sarah Forristal of a Well-to-do 
family near Princeton, Illinois. Sarah's father had been out to Iowa 
and had bought land in the Grove a-ea for his two daughters. Na- 
thaniel and Sarah, and Nathaniel's sister and her husband, John Britt, 
with their baby son made the trip together. Each couple had a cov- 
ered wagon and some stock. The young women drove the wagons 
and the men followed with the cattle. None of the young persons 
knew much about milking. When they reached their land the house 
which stood on it at the time it was purchased had been moved 
away. They stayed at the Nugent home until their houses were 
partly finished. Under partial shelter housekeeping went on in the 
rain on rainy days and nights. Sarah, who had never known hard 
work, adapted herself to all that went with pioneer life. Our Mrs. 
Maude Dvexler was their first child. At haying time Sarah went to 
the field taling the baby and making it snug by a mound of hay. OF- 
ten the couple worked in the field at night. “There were no sons to 
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help, but in a few years they had one of the finest homesteads in the 
locality. ‘Their large blue-room, green-room style:of house is in 
section 5, Boulder Township. They spent their later years in Coggon. 


ee 


Swiss people came—enterprising, and with love of freedom in 
the marrow of their bones. 


In 1865, Martin and John Jacob Madery emigrated from Swit- 
zerland and located in Michigan. Two years later Martin's wife and 
their three sons, Gustav, Jacob, and Adolph joined him. The mother 
died a few months after coming. Subsequently Martin, his three 
sons, and his brother John Jacob came to Iowa, locating about two 
miles southeast of our town site.. Gustav married Eva Blakely and 
established a home about four miles from Coggon. Their children 
are Gertrude, who married Walter E. Pike, and Hermond, who 
married Florence Pike. Hermond and Florence were on the home 


place until they retired to Coggon. They celebrated their golden 
anniversary this year. : 


Martin died in 1888: Adolph (Otto) married Alice Balfour of 
Nebraska in 1899, and farmed the home place until 1909, when the 
land was added to the Bert Weeden farm, the farm buildings sold 
to Ernest Weeks, and the dwelling moved to east Linn Street, Cog- 
gon. Adolph, now %6, lives with a daughter in Dodge Center, Minn. 
lillian, the eldest daughter, married Ralph Morris Mills, grandson 
of another pioneer family. A certain plate figures as a symbol of 
the relating of the Mills-Madery families. In 1929 Ralph bought a 
hardware business from John DeWoody. Ralph's untimely death re- 
sulting from a fall while working at the top of a windmill tower, left 
‘Lillian with their two young child-en. Duane and Mary Alice. Con- 
tinuing the business Lillian reared and educated the children. both 


now married. 
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Swiss brand patriotism—-A groun of Swiss people settled be- 
tween Monticello and Nugent. Fred Jossie. from one of the families, 
was nine years old at the time he came to America. In the matter of 
loyalty to the U.S.A. Fred boasts that he came here by choice while 
natives couldn’t do otherwise, and therefore his patriotism is more 
meaningful. The Swiss immigrants were located across from native 
families, many of whom were of German extraction. To the new- 
comers all natives were Yankees. Pred says he learned English fast 
playing with the Yankee koys--faster than his Swiss neighbors ap- 
proved, and for which attainment they dubbed him ‘the damn 
Yankee.’ Neither did they appro. of his marrying outside of the 
Swiss group. But, Fred courted Maude Smith four years with in- 
creasing love for her and for their country. Along in the spring of 
1913, Fred’s father expressed a wish to return to his native land. They 
helped him off, Pred commenting, ‘He'll be back by the 4th of July.” 
The 4th came; Fred and Maude with little Harland returned from a 
Linn County celebration to find Father sitting on the porch.. He took 
the little flag Harland was carrying and said to the parents, “If you 
are ever untrue to this country, you should be shot.” He reported 
that all Europe was sitting on a powder keg. Fred's father had be- 
come a citizen as fast as he could after arriving in 1885. 


KOR *& 


‘Lhomas Lyons—T’om Lyons was prominent as a singing teacher 
in the early days of the Ehler and Nugent communities. He particu- 
larly stressed keeping the alto subdued. He was a man of imposing 
appearance and cultured manners. Born in Ohio, 1842, he served 
with Company H. 9th Ohio. He reared his children near Ehler. 
‘hey are Ella, Ariminta, Ada and Harry. Harry married Theresa 
LeClere, daughter of the early Charles LeClere family. Harry -was 
associated with public utilities for many years before moving to 
Colorado. ‘Their children are George and Dorothy, and they fostered 
Patty Ann, daughter of Lloyd LeClere, deceased 


kw 
A bride of the 90's—Mary Callan Woods, the bride of Wm 
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Woods in 1892, lives at the home of her daughter, Stella Ironside. 
Mary was a beautiful, gentle mannered girl and retained her charm 
as a mother and grandmother. It is thought that Peter S., Will's 
older brother, loved the girl, too. He never married. William 
Woods dealt in livestock at the Coggon market for over 40 years. 
He passed away in 1936. He was a man of forceful personality. 
Stella has trained her children in ways of industry and: thrift. 
xk Kk * 

Doane Genealogy—Mrs. Nellie Trumbull has the Doane family 
history, a volume of 533 pages in fine print. Deacon John Doane 
came to the Plymouth colony in 1630. (incidentally, the year Boston 
was settled) A David Doane born in New York 1788. married 
Mehetabel Yale of a branch of the Yale family for whom Yale 
College was named. 

kk *& 

‘Ruth Morris Gater—Ruth is connected with the Yale family 
quite directly by her mother, Mrs. Charles Morris. Mrs. Morris was 
Anna Barker, daughter of Burritt and Lorena (Yale) Barker. Lor- 
ena was the niece of Elihu, for whom the college was named. The 
Yales, an old line family from Wales, landed at Boston in 1637, on 
the ship Hector. David, the first child, settled in or near Boston, 
1649. ‘Vhis family returned to Europe in 1652. Elihu became wealthy 
in the British-India trade, and sent a timely and considerable gift 
to the Collegiate School of Conrecticut, chartered in 1745 as Yale 
College in memory and appreciation of the principal donor. 

x kk 
irs. Wm Crosier—Erma Crosier and Mrs. Ethel Patton are 
daughters of Elbridge and Mary Morse, who came.to Manchester 
from the East. Erma has a certificate of membership in the Society 
of Old Plymouth Colony Descendents. Gwendolyn Inman, younger 
of Frank and Ethel Patton's two daughters, has done some family 
history research in connection with her major educational pursuits. 
‘Lhe other daughter is Mary Buxton. 
rk wk & 

Walter Gater—-Mention was made of Walter's marriage to Su- 

san lteynolds. Walter, born in London, came to America with his 
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parents in 1850. After a short stay in New York City Lewis Gater 
came west and purchased 40 acres of the Haight government entry 
along the Buffalo river. At $2.50 per acre it was considered a risk 
for a city man. Walter went to work on the farm, but in August, 
1862, he enlisted in Company G, of the 24th Iowa Volunteer Infan- 
try—100 strong. At Champion Hills, Miss., May 16, 1863, Walter 
was severely wounded in the right shoulder by a musket ball. After 
weeks in hospitals he was honorably discharged April 28, 1864, and 
returned home. Later that year he went back to Jefferson Barracks 
to work in the hospital; later he went to the Quartermaster’s depart- 
ment where he served until 1867. 


At home again, he married and developed land interests. The 
Gater addition to Coggon lies south of the Ashby addition, and is 
about equal in area to the entire original plat. 


Ruth Gater has kept the town home site intact. Walter had the 
house constructed with special concern; it is back-lathed and plas- 
tered, its wood-work joinings accurately and lastingly fitted. Walter 
intended the house to be air-tight. 


Will and Eva were the only children and, like their father, they 
excelled in music. Mr. Gater regretted that singing as he knew it 
when a young man, had become a lost art. 

\ 

Expectably, Mr. Gater would be skillful with kites. He con- 
structed many for the neighborhood children. Nellie Cummings and 
Bernice Holcomb (Shakespeare) should recall running home to get 
a nickel for string—the only cost for a kite by Mr. Gater. 


A brick and tile factory located on the north slope of the Gater 
clay hill property employed up to a hundred men at one tintes tt 
was discontinued when Mr. Gater wanted the ground for another 


purpose. 
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_ Recently M. E. Crosier published this item from a Monitor issue 
of July 6, 1893. ““The new kiln of brick which was recently burned at 
the brick yard is superior to any brick ever brought to Coggon. That 
we have the best clay to make machine brick there is, has been fully 
demonstrated. The whole kiln of 100,000 has been sold already and 
will be used in the construction of the new government building at 
Cedar Rapids.” 

x kk 


Ehlers Family Background—The village of Ehler was named for 
a foreign-born settler, Henry Ehlers, born in Holstein, Germany, 
Sept. 2, 1826. His parents, two brothers, and a sister did not leave 
the old country. Henry and Hans came to America. Hans, a cabinet 
maker, located in Dubuque. Henry was educated in ‘Germany .and 
performed his military service there. After service he engaged in 
farm work and in less than two years saved enough to pay his pass- 
age to America. On his arrival in Quebec, Canada, he had $35 in 
cash. Por nine months he worked for a railroad company, and saved 
enough money to come to Delaware County, Iowa, and purchase 80 
acres of raw prairie land at one dollar an acre, He began improve- 
ments and by 1860 was able to afford a fine residence. He continued 
to add to his land holdings, and built model barns on the homestead. 
Whether because he wished to practice his military training, or be- 
cause he was distressed by the rebelling South, he enlisted in Com- 
pany I, Fourth lowa Voluntary Infantry. He was with Sherman on 
the march to the sea, and served to the end of the war. 


In 1862 he married Anna B. Mangold, a native of Switzerland 
‘Their children are William H., John H, and Caroline. He gave them 
the best of educational advantages. 


His children and grandchildren have profited by inherited traits 
as well as by inherited wealth. William and John owned an exten- 
sive timber land at the south part of Coggon. 


kk & 


I:Nis——Joe E. Ellis, his son Charles E., a boy when the family 
moved from I]linois, married Lida Thorp, their children, Grace, Tillie, 
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Bert, George, Edith, Jennie, and Glenn. Grace was born in a log 
cabin where the Floyd Kurths now live. She has always lived within 
five miles of Coggon. She remembers coming to the mill with her 
father, and that the way was hills, timber, and sand. She and a 
neighbor girl, Maude Ware Hinton, liked errands at the: Blanch 
store—Mr. Blanch gave them pretty cards. She recalls seeing the 
yoke of oxen used in making a drainage ditch on her grandfather's 
farm. A man with a heavy team went through the country offering 
such service. The ditch is traceable on the Kurth farm. By her 
marriage to Jesse Lennox she has several children and grandchildren. 
Howard is living on the early home place. The Charles Ellis home 
in the Quality Ridge neighborhood was Chestnut Hill, section 6. As 
Mrs. Williamson, Grace now lives on east Linn Street. 


Bert Ellis married Emma Joslyn, daughter of Milton Joslyn, and 
granddaughter of James and Mary Phillips Babcock, both of New 
York State. Emma’s mother, Susan, was born at Champion, Jeffer- 
son County, N. Y. An early spring task there was the tapping of 

sugar maple trees, and making sugar for the entire year. Susan was 
educated at Wheaton College, Illinois. The Babcocks were dairy 
farmers then, and delivered butter and cheese by team and wagon to 
Chicago, twenty-five miles away. Emma, like her mother, is musi- 
cal; she has worked with the Rural Women's Chorus. 


Kp kik 
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Wm Patrick Morrissey—Born in our Grove neighborhood, he 
has progressed educationally beyond most of us. Pat is the Morris- 
sey's eldest child by first birth of twins. As though conscious of man’s 
responsibility as a protector, he preceded the sister in a difficult 
birth attended by a nervous young doctor, The adventure left him 
sightless for life. A feature story in the Sunday Des Moines Regis- 
ter is headlined, William Morrissey Master Of Right Languages. And 
A Musician. Pat studied at Vinton, Cedar Falls, and at Iowa State 
University where he completed work on a Master's Degree in For- 
cign Lanquages = his favorites are French and Spanish. There is a 


Celtic bond between the Spanish, French, and Irish. 
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Active Elders—-Mrs. Wm Montgomery and Mrs. Minnie 
Olinger: These women, who proudly admit they are past eighty, are 
following much the same pattern of activity. Minnie, daughter of 
Alfred Green, left Coggon after her marriage to Olinger, a singer 
here with an evangelist. and new lives in Nevada, Iowa. She writes 
that she does her own work, has a class of 13 regular music students, 
teaches a Sunday School class, is active in the Federated Woman's 
Club, and has lots of company. Her reason for not writing sooner, 
she says, is that “they gave me a lesson in the Religious Division of 
BF. W. D., which required the reading of 11 books of the Bible, most 
of the 12th, and many chapters besides.” She prepared the Icsson in 
january to be given February 8. Although quite deaf since young 
womanhood, she detecis the slightest off-key note. 


Our Mrs. Lil Montgomery was featured in the Cedar Rapids 
Gazette of Sunday, November 25, last fall. She has a full schedule 
of piano and organ students, is active in the Ladies Literary and So- 
cial Club, has served on the Public Library Board for 21 years. We 
have our library mainly through the efforts of the Club. Until re- 
cently she was active in Eastern Star work; she has a District In- 
structors Certificate. While a farmwife near Ehler, Mrs. Mont- 
gomery completed a music course at St John’s Academy in Ryan. 
With her maturity and keen interest she finished an eight-year course 
in something over iwo years. Will passed away ten years ago, but 
Lil still owns and manages the business of their farm. 

* xk * 

Asaph Ware, Greeley, Colorado—Asaph writes to his sister, 
Maude that he remembers the village at the foot of the hill, the clear- 
ing of timber from the hill and the level beyond to make rooni for 
stores, that Green and Hanna and the Nash Brothers had _ stores 
there. He recalls that at a 4th of July celebration in the the woods 
there was a target concession with a rifle used: a stray bullet struck 
Maggie Houston in the arm, and although the injury was slight the 
authorities forced the concession to close its business. He remembers 
the coming of the railroad. By climling to the barn roof he watched 
the progress of the work as the line was being built past the Ashby 
and the Cummings (Main) places about two miles away. 
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Asaph’s beautiful wife was Winnie Read, sister of Walter and 
aunt of our Harry Read. Asaph was with Milo in general merchan- 
dising for many years. Milo had built a large house on the east of 
his half block. At one time the Wares put up an ice house on the 
west of that property; they discontinued use of it after a few years, 
and Asaph used the lumber in building his house on Third Street 
across the side street from Dr. Hunter's location. 


kk * 


Lewis A. Hinton—Mr., Hinton, familiarly known as Louie, has 
been a part of Coggon's development since he was sixteen. His 
father operated a creamery at Hazel Green; he met with a fatal ac- 
cident in his work there. Mrs. Hinton with Louie and two daughters 
settled in Coggon. Mrs. Hinton and Mrs. Chas. Dutton were Al- 
drich girls, Chas. Dutton was an early business man here. Mrs. 
Hinton married Averil Green—not of the mill family of Green. 
Averil engaged in furniture business many years; he erected the brick 
building now occupied by Youthland. 


Lewis Hinton married Maude Ware, graceful dark-eyed girl, 
and youngest of the Edwin Ware family. Louie and Maude have 
a farm near town on the northwest, but for many years they have re- 
sided in Coggon where Louie has been associated with public utilities 
and other interests. For several years he has “served on the Linn 
County Board of Education. The Hinton off-springs evince excep- 
tional mental traits. Lyle and Earle have been railway mail clerks; 
Lyle married Bertha Henderson, daughter of Charles and Louise; 
Harle married Harriet Church of the David Church family. Know- 
ledge of the Hinton and Church backgrounds was a major considér- 
ation in saving their first child, Louis, from boredom in a Maywood, 
Illinois, school. At fourth grade level his interests-in science were 
still unnoticed; for his disinterest in conventional school work he was 
about due at the opportunity room. It is possible his interests may 
have been discovered there, but fortunately his father ‘went up in the 
air and sent him to Coggon for schooling. Here, he was understood 
in terms of family backgrounds. At present he is studying nuclear 
physics at University of Jowa. Elmer, second of the Lewis Hinton 


ys. t 


99} 6 ASG # lo Seu bounlentaae 3 ie x tagongh 
Mini aw cual ad paiofind ai aden T oft sen dh 
;wHdsol . sotAphh cOF mort arte sbie 


ce) art 
old 2201: o 


i] ag awowst Vion) codedt ¥ get) LA ele ; 
rT yy otvysb 2 aonpe!) lo Hse & ased 
fi" ; vag wd 
ty tho-# eid nk deal 
On) a iélisee 


¢ 
ye 


49 


family, is not related locally by marriage; Florence is the wife of Dr. 
I. D. Ondler. Wayne married Lorraine Kinley and they reside here. 
Cecil and his family reside in the farm home; Cecil commutes to Ce- 
dar Rapids where he works at a Collins Radio office. Maude Hin- 
ton remembers trips to town with her father. Raw milk had to be 
hauled to the creamery twice daily. No doubt there were neighbor- 
hood pools for the delivering. 


kk 


Jacob Hunter married Edna Ware. Edna lives at the home of 
her daughter, Mary Hill, and celebrated her 95th birthday this June 
24th. Edna's husband died some years ago. 


Edwin Hunter married Augusta Brunen. Edwin served in the 
first World War. Edwin and Augusta are the parents of our Dr. 
Hollis Hunter, and of Robert. Bereft of the husband and father, 
Augusta gave the sons wise guidance by which they benefited by 
the esteem of the community. One day at school when third graders 
were to elect one of the class for a special honor, Robert said his 
mother told him not to vote for himself. He had no need to do so. 


x** 


‘he Charles LeClere family—Members of this family have been 
outstanding in Coggon and in the Grove since their early coming. 
Mrs. LeClere was born in Germany, 1846, and came to Linn County 
in 1874. ‘They became parents of thirteen children. Besides an ex- 
tensive farm place, Mr. LeClere owned a tract of timber land from 
the Gater Addition. In town they purchased the house now dwned 
by Mrs. Wm Montgomery. Our Mrs. Wm Trefz is a daughter of 
the early family. ‘There were seven LeClere boys before Mamie 
and her sisters were born. The Trefz children and grandchildren 
have been easy to educate. Edward has been accorded high honors 
.in education and jin his calling as a minister. In C.H.S. one of his 
teachers observed that Edward Trcfz was the only student who 
could maintain his usual high standard of regular work while taking 
part in special events. 
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Patrick Kinley—Patrick was born March 12, 1837, in County 
Down, Ireland. At the age of 12, he came to Dubuque, Iowa: in 
1861 he went to Idaho where he lived nine years. On his return to 
Dubuque in 1871, he married Genevieve Savage. They settled be- 
tween Dubuque and Cascade where they lived seven years, then in 
1877 moved to Hazel Green Township. Of their ten children Ed 
Kinley survives. The land purchased by Patrick on his coming to 
this vicinity is being farmed by three grandsons—Donald, son of the 
late ‘om Kinley; Joe, son of Ed Kinley; LeRoy, son of the late Harry 
Kinley who lived his entire life on the old Kinley homestead. 

x ** 


L. G. Hall—Grant Hall, looking forward to having a model es- 
tate in Coggon, acquired the lots between First and Second Streets 
fronting the east-west road. His plan was to start with a keeper's 
lodge, to be made usuable for his family until he could afford the 
big house. ‘The contractor persuaded Grant to make the lodge a 
saleable property. It was built of cement blocks at the west corner. 


After the tragic death of the Hall's little daughter Murriel, Mrs. 
Hall could no longer enjoy the home on lots 8-9. They completed 
the lodge and moved there. Brick, purchased some time later for the 
family residence, stood piled at the east corner until a recent year, 

irs. Ruth Hynes is having a residence built there this summer. The 
cement house was sold to Henry McMullen. Halls lived in rented 
houses later, and at the time of Mrs. Hall's death were living in the 
place now owned by Mrs. Lena Patton. That is the second house 
built by Burnside in Coggon. 


Mr. Hall had Canada land which he gave to Donald. The Hall 
children are—Hazel, married to Wallace S. Hamilton; Murriel, and 
Donald. Murriel’s death resulted from a gas leak in the basement: 
Mrs. Hall was visiting in Dakota at the time. 


Lincoln Grant Hall, son of a veteran, was outstandingly patri- 
otic, [le put much of himself into the town and the school. The re- 
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sults of his unselfish living are his mansion. 


kk & 


Hall - Ehlers Property—Henry Ehlers reports on the early home 
built by Grant Hall on lots 8-9, and which has been in the Ehlers 
name the past fifty years. 


“This part of Coggon or forty acres of land was first given toa 
a private in the U.S. Army. He let it go back to the Government, 
John McDaneal being the first owner thereafter. There were sever- 
al owners, and one lawsuit from 1855 to 1887. Then James and 
Mary Henderson sold four acres of the original forty to A. J. Ware. 
Samuel Durham surveyed the lots, and they were filed in Sept., 1887. 


L. G. Hall bought the lots 8-9 from A. J. Ware, and in Decem- 
ber. 1907, J. H. Ehlers bought: from Hall, and resided here until his 
death August, 1951, at the age of 85 years. 


Henry has Certified Copy of Patent, Dated June 1, 1851, Filed 
May 6, 1912. In part, after description—‘in the District of Lands 
subject to sale at Dubuque, lowa, containing 40 acres .. returned to 
the General Land Office by the Surveyor General..." Patent re- 
cites that under Act of Congress approved Sept. 28, 1850, entitled 
“An Act Granting Bounty Land to Certain Officers and Soldiers 
Who Have Engaged in the Military Service of the United States... 
issued in favor of William Teusman, private in Capt. Grady’s Com- 
pany, Va. Militia, War of 1812, has‘been returned to the General 
Land Office... Patent is signed by The President: Franklin Pierce, 
by H. BK. Baldwin, Ass't Sec’y (Seal) J. H. Granger, Recorder Of the 
General Land Office. 


kkk 


A. W. Savage—Mr. Savage has been featured in news stories at 
different time—his boyhood, his enterprise, his good will toward his 
townspeople. It does not seem fiiting to speak of him as a boy who 
succeeded in spite of hardship. He did not suffer proverty, and he 
did have an understanding mother. ‘True, his father met a sad death 
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before he was born; and at thirteen he was doing a man’s work on 
his grandfather's place while his uncles were going to college, and 
his schooling was of only a few years in the country. 


But, it is doubtful that our A. W. ever gave much thought to 
disadvantages. His mind was occupied with the work at hand, his 
view into the future, and with getting as much as possible from the 
years of schooling he had. A man does not make a fortune dwelling 
on what he has not had. It seems more reasonable to say of Mr. 
Savage, not that he succeeded in spite of anything, but because he 
looked for and found opportunities. 


He had two traits found in successful business men—giving as 
careful and courteous attention to small business as to large; and 
recognizing and valuing the peculiar aptitudes of his employees. 


xk k 


| _Coggon Free Public Library—The Town Council cooperated 
with the Ladies Literary & Social Club in establishing a public library 
The Council appoints members to the Library Board at the same level 
as for other civic departments. At present there are seven members 
on the Board, but the number may vary. The Library is supported 
entirely by a City tax levy. . ; 


‘The ‘first Board meeting was held Oct. 22, 1938, and the service 
opened that winter. Mrs. Wm Montgomery has continued on the 
Board since the first appointment. 


‘Vhe Library is housed in the City Hall. It now has 6500 books. 
‘he hours are from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 


‘The latter part of this school year a Friday period was granted for 
the High School. , 


Mrs, Lulu Read was an early librarian; Mrs, Ruth Gater was in 
charge several years; Mrs. Leota Read and Mrs. Mabel Robinson 
have shared the work the last two and a half years. Since the Robin- 
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sons returned to their farm, Mrs. Read manages alone with Mrs. 
Robinson substituting. > . 


4 
¥ 


A Busy Day In Coggon 


At the right a corner of the Clemons House. Across the street 
a two-story frame building at one time used by Milo Ware as a two- 
floor general store; used by Andrew‘Hunt as a one-floor general 
store; used by Peter Grimm and his son Fred as a meat market, with 
up-stair apartment for Fred and family; other uses of the building. 
It was razed to make room for a gas station. On the corner across 
the street a small frame building on the site of Averil Green's brick 
building. On the corner south an ell-upright dwelling used by An- 
drew Hunt family; Bishop Duane G. Hunt was of this family. Used 
by John McAreavy family; used as telephone office. Across the 
street the Presbyterian parsonage, recently purchased by Charles 
Holub. ‘The frame house was moved to make room for the Knott 


Garage. Out-of-sight on east Main Street is the building. between 
the Bank and Byers brick building, used many years by Will Cogquil- 
lette for meat market with living rooms above. The water tower is 
seen in the distance. 


In the early 90’s George Burnside and Grant Hall had brick 
buildings on east Main Street next to the present Wm Crosier pro- 
perty. One evening they were destroyed by fire. Burnside, a mer- 
chant, decided to retire, did not rebuild. Many years later Mr. Hall 
built the present Drug Store. 


Ralph Drexler—purchased the partially constructed brick build- 
ing started by Charlie Sheldon located on the lot west of the drug 
store, and operated a general store for many years. 


Croquet—For several years that space served as a croquet court 
for retired gentlemen. Robert Weeden was party to several alterca-_ 
tions there, once, it is said, upraising his mallet. Robert was a ve- 
hement little man, strictly religous, an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church. It is reported of him that after a certain entertainment given 
in the sanctuary, and which included a few rhythm steps, he went 
back the next day, got down on his knees—and vigorously wiped up 
the rostrum carpet. He was a Civil War veteran, and settled his 
family on his soldiers claim in Nebraska for a few years. They 
moved back by covered wagon to settle east of Coggon. 


DEVELOPMENT Of SECOND STREET 


Early in the 90's John Tucker and D. H. Holcomb came from 
Hopkinton to build the house now owned by Walt Woods. Soon 
after, Mr. Holcomb rented the small house next to the Christian 
Church and moved his family here. Walter Gater offered him a 
choice of lots on east Linn Street, or in the timber area south. Mr. 
Holcomb took the lots where Willis Halstead now lives; that house 
was the farthest south at the time, At the same time, Mack Savage, 
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a cattle buyer, started putting up a set of buildings on the lots north, 
the property bought by Supt. Hungerford. Tom Cummings, early 
carpenter, built across the road from Holcombs. About a year later, 
Andrew Holcomb came from near Delhi and built on lots south of 
Cummings. John Fields came from Manchester to run a dray line, 
and bought the lots where Mrs. Hogan now lives. As soon.as Mr. 
‘Holcomb finished his own house he built for Fields. It was down 
the timber road nearer town. A little later, Donnelly, printer, built 
the square cottage now owned by Mary Hill. Timber had to be 
cleared for all of these places and some wells put in. The Fay 
house was built for a Mrs. Peck, who came out from Connecticut to 
be with her son Albert Morris. Troubled with asthma, Albert could 
not live in the East. Mrs. Peck—Morris by first marriage—-had a 
sister here married to a Mills. Mrs. Peck liked our village and had 
her goods sent out. Ruth Gater's parents came much later. The 
square house where they lived and now owned by Hungerfords, was 
built by John Preston, who moved from the country. ‘The Prestons 
had grown children, two daughters and a son, Herman, who married 
Linda Montgomery of the Ehler locality. Henry Green, uncle of 
Mrs. Cummings, moved from near Prairieburg, and built next to 
Cummings, the present home of Dr. Ondler. Green's children—Frank, 
Lulu, Guy, and Floy were at home. Guy Green, Minnie Green, Eva 
Gater, Will Gater, and Wallace DeWoody graduated in 1895, the 
second class to‘ finish at C. HS. 


In less than two years the D. H. Holcomb house was sold to the 
Celar Halsteads from the Grove area. Ida and Sadie were teachers, 
and Bert was preparing at Cedar Falls. The Halstead young people 
and Frank and Guy Green worked as a group preparing for teaching 
certificates. Guy turned to banking. : 


Mr. Holcomb got other lots from Gater farther up the hill. The 
house there is owned by Fred Boss. That was the extreme limit of 
Second Street for many years. Houses filled in quite rapidly toward 


the town center. The Gater house has been mentioned. John Field 
sold to Jas. Brazelton, whose son Edgar became outstanding in a 
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music career. Field then built a larger house at the south end of First 
Street. The Nelson DeWoody family owned it later; their son 
Wallace married Grace Flint and built the smaller house on the 
south. Hugh Sheldon built the large house on the inside corner, 
facing south. . 


Before Mr. Holcomb sold his first house, a number of men 
turned out to clear timber, street-width, over the hill. Stumps were 
not grubbed, and no grading was done for many years. A wagon 
road wound about the stumps. “bere was an old timber road curv- 


ina southwest behind the building lots 


The cleared hillside was excellent for coasting; crowds gathered 
nightly through the season. One winter the boys contrived a means 
of group transit by joining a plank to three strong sleds, and nailing 
on cleats for foot-holds. It had not been in operation long before its 
use was the cause of a broken leg. Everette Coquillette, son of Will 
on Main Street, missed keeping a foot on the cleat—the leg snapped 
off below the knee. So much of the exposed bone was scraped off 
that a setting could not heal. That ended all coasting on the hill. 
We had no skis, but one little freckle-faced girl, living close by, 
could go down standing on her sled. 


Extending Second Street-—Council Room, Feb. 2, 1894, Peti- 
tion to the ‘lYown Council: The undersigned ask to extend and estab- 
lish Second Street 124 rods south, 80 feet wide, thence east about 28 
rods to intersect the Geo. Andrews Road. (Full detail given. It is 
the road over the sand hill and around the south side of the Cenle- 
tery.) Lhe road to go across land owned by Walter Gater, ‘T. B. 
Cummings, D. H. Holcomb, Andrew Holcomb, continuing south 20 
rods across land owned by C. Shew and Cemetery, south 40 rods 
across land owned by Henry Henderson, thence east on land owned 
by Henry Henderson. All road south was to be 80 feet wide, and 
that to the east to be 66 feet wide. The petition was signed by the 
persons whose land. would be crossed. 
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The Savage Place—Mack Savage had a well-kept place. A 
grove was left on each side of the dwelling; the strip next to the alley 
was enclosed with high board fence; the barn was set at the front of 
the enclosure; the windmill was between the house and barn with 
trough to carry water to the cattle yard. Fred French, hunchbacked 
from a childhood injury, was the faithful hired hand. Mack was an 
avid reader. Mrs. Savage was the widow of Lewis Savage, who 
died from exposure attempting to return home from Manchester in 
a blizzard. Libbie Donaldson Savage was an excellent housekeeper, 
and an enjoyable neighbor. The Mack Savage children are—May, 
who married Edward LeClere; Ethel, who married Ernest Weeks: 
Cora, who married the Rev. Swisher, and Lynn, whose wife, Ethel 
and their children Eleaner DuBois and James, married to Nell Cog- 
dill, survive him. 


Before building on the new street, the Mack Savage family lived 
on Market Street in the early Al Green house. 


Frank Ames—The Ames family were in the early neighbor- 
hood, but their land fronted on the clay hill road. The house was 
built on the same plan as the Halstead house but it has been worked 
over several times. It is now owned by Fred Morarie. 


‘The low ground on the east side of 2nd Street was undesirable 
for homes. One evening a few men burned off the dense brush and 
slough grass that grew in a strip there. Two rattlesnakes had been 
found in near-by yards. 


kK * 
WATER WORKS 


‘The Water Works project for the town was completed after 
1894— Minutes of the Council meeting May 4, 1893—"‘On motion of 
Ald. Burnside, that an election be called May 20, 1893, to bond the 
‘Town for Water Works to the amount of Five Thousand Six Hun- 
dred Dollars. Bonds to run for twenty years, bearing 6% interest 
per annum. Motion carried by the following vote. ‘yeas’, G. W. 
Burnside, A. L. Willis, L. G. Hall, T. Main, M. F. Howe, and A. 1: 
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Ware, ‘Nays’ none.” Minutes of June 2, 1893, “Motion of Howe 
that committee of three be appointed by the Chair to take entire 
charge of the construction of the Water Works. Carried, all voting 
“yea.” G. W. Burnside, Jerome Ware, and M. F. Howe were ap- 
pointed.” (Howe was a doctor, and a good townsman generally.) 


Minutes of July 14, 1893—Regarding the Water Works, “The 
Mayor issued a proclamation calling said election by giving ten days 
public notice through the columns of Coggon Monitor, the official 
paper of the town. Which said election was duly held on the 20th 
day of May, 1893, resulting in a vote approving the erection of said 
Water Works by a majority of 22 votes; For 49. Against, 27.” 


August 4, 1893, “Report of Water Works Committee received 
and accepted.” 


Meeting of Oct. 7, 1893, “Sec. instructed to inform D. M. Young 
of Manchester to meet with the Council as soon as convenient to 
consider the advisability of his puiting in Water Works and running 
them himself until purchased by the City 


Meeting of Dec. 5, 1893... .. communication or rather an order 
from the State Board of Health in regard to the Town Well. Mo- 
tion by ‘l’. Main that the Council give the stockholders in the Town 
Well located on Main Street, permission to repair the same. ... Mar- 
shall to oversee work while undergoing repair.”’ 


‘The ‘Town Well mentioned here is not a part of the new system, 
but was drilled in the center square after the town moved up to its 
present level. A two-story six-sided tower was built around Wer at 
was enclosed by a section wall about three feet high with openings on 
north and on south sides. It was floored around the well. There 
was a ladder to an opening in the upper floor which was enclosed 
like the lower floor but with no openings. ‘That floor was used for 
band concerts. The two floors and roof were supported by timbers 
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at the corners. The tower stood in the square for some years after 
the well was discontinued. Finally it was taken to the park where 
it was enjoyed by children of the neighborhood. 


An incident—Excitement at the Town Square—On a day in ’90 
or 91, a boy ran home to tell his mother—‘‘There’s a crazy man in 
the Band Stand—he’s yelling and waving a cane—they can’t get him 
down!” The poor demented fellow had come in from his farm place 
north of town; he had broken under the strain of hard work and 
family difficulties. Finally someone held his attention on one side 
of the stand long enough for others to climb up behind him. - 


There is no other mention concerning the Water Works until 
the meeting of Mar. 9, 1894. “On motion Ald. Ware that the bill of 
Swan and Blanch of $191.47 be allowed and order be drawn on the 
Water Works fund.” That must have been for the well-drilling, 
such work being done by Swan. This March, '94 meeting is the last 
recorded in this book. 
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“YELLOW” JOURNALISM 


A man of the State Teachers College Faculty told this—He and 
his wife and small son attended a movie: when,they returned home, 
the youngster set up a howl; asked the trouble—"Nobody got killed!’ 


We should prefer not to relate our murder stories, but we have 
them, and we don’t want to disappoint (large or) small fry. 

kk *& 

Our Wm Crosier supplies one in technical news style. “The 
residents of the new village were shocked by a murder in the spring 
of 1892, when Mrs. John ‘Trier was murdered by her husband, who 
was in a drunken stupor at the time, The family lived on Mill Street 
in the North part of the village.. Mrs. Trier. was a sister of Alfred 
and Krank Ames, early residents of Coggon.”’ The ghastly details 
are, that the woman was found in her home, evidently beaten to 
death with a stick of building timber. Trier was a skilled carpenter; 
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his son, John Jr., was employed on the Crosier farm near Manchester 
at the time of the tragedy. Regarded insane, Trier was confined at 
the Independence Hospital. He escaped three days later by means 
of an improvised rope. He got word to his son, asking him to get his 
tools. ‘The Crosiers reported to authorities; evidence seemed to in- 
dicate that Trier was on his way. to Chicago to-get work on the 
World’s Fair project. He never was located. 


kk * 


By the 90’s the low ground site on our north was almost vacated. 
‘he few houses there including the stone house, took on aspects of a 
slum district, and became known as “Happy Hollow." One evening 
a young boy was killed, apparently by cross fire during a brawl. 


kkk 


Horse thief killed—Horse thief stories are a convention of Iowa's 
early days. Mrs. Susan Gater reported this one to a Gazette re- 
porter. “Ihe heavy timber along the river afforded protection for 
horse thieves and.others escaping from the law in the eastern states, 
seeking either new fields for their nefarious practices or wanting 
only to escape pursuit, which, except on serious crimes, seldom fol- 
lowed them across the prairie and into the northwestern hills. 


As in other settlements a vigilance committee was organized 
which took upon itself the enforcement of the law, as an aid to the 
duly constituted authorities, and for the protection of their property. 
Excitement often ran high, and Mr. and Mrs. Gater remembers in 
particular the chase and capture of a man named Wilson known as 
one of the ringleaders of a gang of bandits. -Wilson fled northward. 
the vigilantes at his heels, across the-tiver, up over the hills, through 
the timber, now hot and then a cold trail. Thinking to elude his 
pursucrs by hiding and letting them pass, he dropped into the shelter 
of two big boulders. He was spotted there, however, and before he 
had another chance his body was riddled with bullets.” (Our Frank 
O'Hara can add other details concering this case.) 
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BANKS 


Linn County State Bank—-Rufus Sisler has been associated with 
bank business since he was fiftecn years of age. After his gradu- 
ation from C. H.S. he worked in different positions in the Coggon 
State Bank until a few months before its closing in December, 1931. 
Coggon was without a bank only a few weeks. Keith Vawter of 
Walker opened a branch here and put Rufus in charge. The bank 
was known as the North Linn Savings Bank. The closed bank build- 
ing could not be rented; it took some time to put the small early bank 
building in shape. On opening day Mr. Vawter brought currency, 
but before he arrived Rufus had taken in enough for starting needs. 


In September, 1945, Rufus organized the present Linn County 
State Bank. 


The Coggon Commercial Club had a major part in providing the 
new banking service in early 1932. Keith Vawter took the small 
building at low rent with the understanding that he would put it in 
shape for bank use. Immediately he appealed to the Club to solicit 
funds and labor for necessary improvements. That was solely a 
contribution to Mr. Vawter. After improvements, there was no 
increase in rent, and later when the Bank purchased the building they 
got it for the price the owner paid when it was sold at auction from 
the Mary E. Ware estate. 


Coggon Banks—Our first bank was organized by a Mr. Schen- 
kowitz from Dubuque, probably in 1888, and known as the State . 
Bank. Then a Savings Bank was started, and soon the two banks 
were consolidated as the Coggon State Bank. Early bankers are Will 
McIntosh of Manchester, N. 23. Richardson of Hazel Green, D. D. 
Johnson born at Atkins, lowa. Several bankers were here before 
Richardson and Johnson. A Monitor item, July 14, 1898, says-—The 
Coggon State Bank Board of Directors decided to curtail expenses 
by hiring a cheaper man in place of R. J. Dobell. Thomas Green, 
living at home, was hired. Andrew DeWoody of Nelson's family 
was a clerk at one time; also Wallace Hamilton. Two younger boys, 
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Frank Lindahl and Rufus Sisler started banking careers in the 
Coggon State. 


| tt 
GROWTH OF THE LUMBER YARD 


or 


Savage Lumber Company—Whether or not Charley Getchell of 
Walker was first to put in a stock of lumber after the coming of 
the railroad is not recorded. Henry Merriam and John Campbell 
of Hopkinton were in hardware and lumber businesses before 1890. 


In 1893, A. W. Savage started a lumber business at Ehler. He 
had been in the great Northwest where he learned something of the 
lumber industry, and where he had acquired a tract of timber land. 
In 1901 he expanded his business by affiliating with a Dubuque 
lumber company. They bought the Coggon yard from Merriam, and 
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A. W. came here as manager. 


_ In 1928, A. W. and Mrs. Marian Savage, and Mr. and Mrs. N. 
J. Steichen of Dubuque were associated in The Savage Lumber Com- 
pany. In 1944 Mrs. Marian Savage became president of the com- 
pany; in 1945 Mr. Lowell Halterman bought the Steichen interest, 
and became manager. 


‘The stock includes lumber, feed, coal, hardware, cement, grain, 
and paint. Six employees handle the work. 


5 ee 
THE COGGON SCHOOL 
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Old School Building With 1909 Structure In Background 
The senior class of 1927 was the first class to publish a school 
annual. It includes a brief sketch of the school's early history after 
the one-room building of 1884 was replaced by the two-story build- 
ing. ‘heir account states: The first school in Coggon was built in 
1890, and was a four-room frame building. At first only two rooms 
were uscd, later on three, and four years later, the fourth room was 
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equipped. ‘This building was used for nineteen years, and eleven 
persons held the office of Superintendent. 


The present school grounds were acquired in 1908, and the new 
building erected in 1909. The first class of twelve grades was grad- 
uated in 1911, and the school was accredited for the full course a 
year or so later. A fire, which partially destroyed the contents of 
the building, occurred in 1911. 


The first class to be graduated from the C. H. S. (1893) was 
composed of Jessie Willis, Anna Belle Knox, Leona M. Vinton, Geo. 
Main, Edgar Brazelton, and Andrew DeWoody. The annual—The 
Green Quill—lists Superintendents who served in the new brick 
building: Fitzgerald, Yoakam, Latham, Miss Dice, Carson, King, 
Evans, Delaney, Martin, Guthrie, Jas. Martin, Mahaney, and Ger- 
berich to whom the annual is dedicated. 


Of these former Superintendents, O. Ray Latham became Presi- 
dent of lowa State Teachers College, J. R. Gerberich, soon after 
leaving here was on the college faculty at Stanford, California. 


Rarly Superintendents remembered by some of us are: Nathan 
Richards, Prank Baldwin, I. E. Gould, and Clifford Paul. Later, 
Gould and Paul were County Superintendents of Linn and Jones re- 
spectively. 


Another and more serious fire occurred in December of 1927. 
For several weeks school work was carried on in the Churches. 


P. A. Mazzei, when Presbyterian Pastor here, persuaded the 
School Board to purchase additional ground from the Todd property 
for a ball diamond. ‘That project involved leveling down the ridge 
back of the building. An area across the river on the island had 
served as ball grounds for some time. 


Our school has become a major enterprise. The extension now 
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being completed is a marvel. The total of pupil enrollment is around 
five hundred; the faculty consists of twenty-five members. Mr. J. 
B. “Ted” Hungerford assumed the superintendency in 1941. Miss 
‘Tillie Lindahl, coming into the system near the beginning of her ca- 
reer, has attained the tenure record of forty-two years. 


Back in the early days of the old frame building pupils carried 
Urinking water from the Town well at the foot of the hill. When 
the too-slow delivery of fresh water arrived, there was the request, 
“Please may I pass the water?” The favored pupil carried the pail 
through the aisles, and each child drank from the common dipper. 
Miss Edna Andrews, an early primary teacher, with her presenta- 
tion of phonics and other procedures, would attract interested visit- 
ors from our State University if she might be seen working today as 
she worked then. Mr. Richards was one of our superintendents who 
kept responsibility as the basic principle in his duties. He found 
time to supervise playgrounds occasionally, stepping about in the 
toes-out manner of the time. The cord-wood piles were good sites 
for playing house. There was much running away of naughty child- 
ren, and direct administration of punishment—direct, except for a 
single thickness of white muslin. One day Mr. Richards advised 
mildly, “I wouldn’t do that.’” One Arbor Day we were conveyed in 
hayracks to the Henderson timber at the border of town where we 
got saplings of the trees formerly shading the qrounds. 


In the early 30’s the old shingled roof became a fire hazard. 
After a few alarms the tile was laid. Some time after 1926 a sani- 
tary unit was installed. Before the north extension and the auditor- 
ium were added, basketball was taken to Main Street Buildings. 
One place was the building now used by Baxter Motor Implement 
as a storage building, then a garage with floor half wood and half 
cement and at different levels. The Opera House was available for 
a few seasons. One year the shop classes used the brick building 
later purchased for a bank. The school shop building which burned 
last fall, was intended to relieve crowding in the main building; be- 
fore long it was converted to accomodate overflow from other de- 
partments. In 1950 government barracks brought from Missouri 
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were located on the ball ground—little space left for parade grounds, 
A building lot on the south was purchased, the old housing and 
buildings razed, to extend the playgrounds. Mrs. Marian Savage 
provided a new ball park across the river on the old Weeks place. 
Sport-wise, that circles us back to our first ball ground located in 
Weeks’ pasture on the south side of the road—the glorious times we 
had there. Need has soon caught up with every addition and im- 
provement to the present. The past school year Mrs. Jennie Mont- 
gomery opened a room in her residence to accomodate remedial read- 
ing classes. 


kK * 
THE CHICAGO, ANAMOSA & NORTHERN RAILROAD 


h 


About 1910 a Chicago company built the Chicago, Anamosa, 
and Northern line of railroad between Anamosa and Coggon. The. 
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Ulinois Central was not happy about it, but granted permission to use 
a short length of their track for a Y. In 1912, when the C-A-N ex- 
tended its line to Quasqueton, the I-C was reluctant to grant crossing 
tight. It would be a hazard, but finally was granted. The C-A-N 
officials, eager to open the line, notified Crosby that they would 
start using the tracks ‘in the morning.’ Fred reported to the division 
office, and in the morning one of the I-C’s heaviest engines was - 
parked on the crossing. 


The C-A-N company was in financial difficulty prior to the 
World War; Britain needed scrap iron; a Kansas City firm bought 
the track and tore up the rails. 


While the little road was in use, the livery Operator ran a pas- 
senger hack between the two stations. Another person transported 
mail. 


John Campbell, an early comer from Hopkinton and who had 
recently retired from hardware business, spent a few satisfied years 
as the station agent. He was the active elder type. 


‘he first run over the rails from Coggon to Anamosa was made 
on Sunday and carried a crowd of Coggon men. It was a hot day; 
the rails bowed back and forth in front of the engine. 


Sa 
LINN COUNTY FARMERS’ MUTUAL CREAMERY ASS’N, 


The present Creamery Association was started by Lewis Hinton 
and Charles Fawley, a real estate dealer. Louie was on the farm 
when Fawley approached him with the proposition. Fawley could 
arrange for the new site; Hinton understood creamery Operation. 
When organization was completed, Milo Ware was secured as 
manager. ‘The first week output was five tubs of butter. Louie 
served 25 years as director; Ware and O’Dossa have been the only 
managers, ‘lhe Creamery is Coggon’s leading industry, and it con- 
tinues to widen its scope. At present the Association has 57 em- 
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Office And Display Rooms 


The plant is in continuous operation. Milk is picked up daily; 
regular haulers are relieved by men who work on 5-day schedulis in 
Cedar Rapids. Grade-A milk is picked up morning and night, and 
made ready for tank-truck shipping to Davenport. A plant worker 
stays on duty while a given part of the process is carried through; 
they do not work in group shifts. ‘ 


Management efficiency was demonstrated last. fall when the 
plant was almost totally ruined by fire. Mr. and Mrs. O'Dossh left 
shortly after noon on Friday for a week-end visit with the Rev. 
Marlers at Ft. Madison. ‘The fire, which started in Overhead. space 
used for storage, broke through the roof before six o'clock; the 
first alarm blended with the six-o'clock whistle. Central City and 
“Ryan responded with help, but the best efforts could only protect ad- 
jacent property. With regard for Gaylord’s heart condition friends 
called Mr. Marler. Marler drove Gaylord home, getting here before 
midnight. Persons on the stree(s:-were bemoaning the loss to farmers 
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whose milk would not be picked up, and loss to workers who would 
be unemployed. Saturday morning the haulers were sent out as usual 
to pick up milk and deliver it to creameries at Strawberry Point and 


Arlington, and cream to be taken to Cedar Rapids. Men were sent 
along to help handle the extra work at those places. By fortunate 
chance the metal ceiling fell over the machinery, thus saving it from 
serious damage. In less than ten days operation was resumed. With 
clearance work to be done there was little or no time lost by em- 
ployees. 


The old frame building—Butter-making went on in the frame 
building 35 years. O.C. Capper was one of the last to have worked 
there; Milo Ware was one of the first; John McAreavy bought from 
Mr. Lehman, brother-in-law of Fred Jossie. 


Linn County Farmers’ Matual Creamery Ass'n Manufacturing Plant 
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_ LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY 


Showing Busy Time At The Stock Yards 


Livestock Industry-—Pioneers in this industry are—Mack Sav- 
age, H. E. (Hop) Vinton, and Wm (Bill) Woods.’ These men were 
forceful individuals. It was said that Mack ‘swore by note’ but he 
was never heard to say an unkind or impatient word to anyone. 
Vinton had a distinguishing round-up call which little boys liked to 
imitate. Bill was the ‘full-steam-ahead’ person. | 


Mr. Woods was a younger man than Savage or Vinton, but 
started in the industry while Vinton was still active. Woods es- 
tablished the office and shipping facilities near the railway station, 
and continued active more than 40 years, 


‘he Woods’ son-in-law, Jim Ironside, engaged in stock trucking 
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when that long-distance transit method came into use. 


The Farmers Livestock Shipping Association—This organiza- 
tion formed about 1920, adds to Coggon’s business strength. 


kk * 

Another off-street industry is the Baxter Motor Implement Com- 
pany—As a John Deere & New Idea Farm Machinery business, the 
ficw company started here in 1943, In 1944 they contracted for 
Maytag Appliances, and for Chrysler and Plymouth cars. Because 
of war conditions they did not handle cars until 1946. In 1946 the 
business incorporated under the present name. ‘The new business 
was housed in a Main Street building during its first years. Their 
immense off-street plant at the west end of Linn Street was begun 
in Sept., 1947, and was ready for use in Feb., 1948. It is 60 ft. wide 
by 120 ft. long, with show room 30’ by 60’, and shop 60' by 60’. The 
Main Street building is used as warehouse, 


xk * 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL FREIGHT WRECK 
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‘The wreck of the I. CG. freight at the north edge of town oc- 
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curred in the early morning probably in the summer of 1913, None 
of the crew were injured when seven loaded cars crashed through 
the bridge structure; the engine was intact on the south side and the 
caboose remained on the north. Items of freight were: 2 cars of 
oats, | pianos, 1 bananas, 1 beer and 2 of steel. The steel on the 
flat cars caused the wreck, jolting out of place, catching on the 
bridge superstructure as the train was making the sharp curve at the 
end of the bridge. No need to add that some quick salvaging was 
accomplished by early comers to the scene. 


kk 
FIRST MONITOR OnMCEH 
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Left to right-~Merriam nnelln, Fuller 


Doubtless, the best concrete evidence of Coggon’s vigorous and 
continuous growth is found in the history of our newspaper. Before 
the town was incorporated, FP, P, Donnelly came, a stranger, and de- 
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tected signs of progress that warranted his locating a print shop here. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ashby have a copy of the first issue— 
Thursday, October 19, 1889 Vol. I No 1, Through the years the 
business changed hands a few times, but it was never discontinued 
nor the original name changed. Incidentally, the subscription price 
has changed only from $1.00 to $1.50. However, that is evidence of 
good patronage for general printing service. A town that isn’t pro- 
gressive doesn’t need much such service. 


‘he changes of ownership are: Donnelly to Green cousins, 
Thomas and Milan; Greens to E. S. Wetherbee; Wetherbee to Cun- 
ningham and Nash; Cunningham to Nash; Nash to Crosier. In the 
Monitor issue of October 7, 1954, Crosiers published a review of 
their 50 Years in Coggon. 


x* 


A letter from Ina, daughter of Editor Nash, and one from Kath- 
ryn Nash Knox, his sister, have supplemented and verified our re- 
search. Eugenia Nash Wilson, long-time missionary in India, is 
living in Illinois. 


- Ss 


Crosier—Our Will Crosier, born in the Bay Settlement, is the 
eldest son of Cassius and Fannie Tanquary Crosier. He had a bro- 
ther and three sisters. Will attended country school, then, at the age 
of twelve, he entered school at Manchester and while in school 
he worked evenings and Saturdays in the Democrat office. After 
his schooling he continued in the employ of the Democrat until 1904, 
when he purchased the Coggon Monitor. He married Erma Morse of 
Manchester; Will Crosier and Krank Patton double-dated Erma. 
and Ethel Morse. Crosier’s son, Morse, was three years old when 
the family moved to Coggon. 


Cassius Crosier was born in Illinois, 1846, and crossed into Iowa 
when six months of age. Yes, prairie schooner. Cassius’ father 
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took up enough: government land at $1.25 per acre to provide farms 
tor his six sons. The land was not transferred again until 1940, 
after the death of the youngest son—nearly a hundred years in the 
family name. Cassius served with the 21st Iowa Regiment in the 
Civil War. The Delaware County History shows his enlistment as 
of January 4, 1864. 


Will's great-grandfather was born on the Atlantic Ocean be- 
tween Ireland and America. In their early days in the United States, 
the different families of Crosier differed bitterly over politics; those 
of Democrat persuasion changed s to z in the family name. 


kw * 


M. E, Crosier and Monitor—lIn 1923, Wm Crosier received 
appointment as Postmaster, his duties starting September 5, 1923. 
Morse then assumed the print shop and Monitor office duties. With 
his father and mother at hand, and his wife, LaRue as capable assist- 
ant—helper, is a more meaningful word—the work went on as usual, 
Since then M. E. has increased in his own stature as a journalist. 
‘I'he junior in any father-son progression has a career gain of almost 
50 percent. What the Crosiers have built up through experience and 
preparation, they pass on to their patrons in excellence of service. 


‘he only shabby issues of the Monitor put out since 1904, came 
out during the time Morse was in the Legislature. Being on the 
_ interim committees in charge of construction of the New State Of- 
fice Building, and the 3-block tunnel connecting it with the Capitol, 
required his being in Des Moines a great deal. Faced with that sit- 
uation, Morse leased the paper to a man who came highly recom- ° 
mended—he had worked in a Government Department in Washing- 
ton. His issues of the Monitor were extremely unsatisfactory to 
patrons. While engaged for work here the man was working on 
Papers at two locations. Eguipment from the Coggon office was 
taken to other places, and not all returned. That, and loss through’ 
inconsiderate use and care of equipment amounted to a considerable 
expense before the office was in condition again. 
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The cost of the work at Des Moines may be of interest. The 
New State Office Building cost five and a half million and the Tun- 
nel cost approximately one-hundred thousand. 


M. E. spent a part of each week during 1955 and the first six 
months of 1956 in Cedar Rapids as managing editor of the Cedar 
Rapids Tribune. 


Our Centennial Book is being printed on a new Original Heidel- 
berg Press, installed in the Monitor office in August '56. 


eS 


Persons associated with three generations of our history, and 
who have never lost interest in the home town and community are— 
Mrs. Minnie Castle and her daughters, Jennie Shannon, Verna Kee 
and Ora Chamberlain. Minnie’s mother, Mrs. Doolittle, passed the 
century mark a few years ago. At the time of her passing she lived 
with her daughter in Cedar Rapids. 


kk * 

Our First Band—Members of our early band were Tom Swan, 
Charles, Ernie and Mert Weeks, George Wilson, who came from 
Nebraska with the A. D. Hunts, and clerked in Hunt's store: Duane 
Hunt, then in high school. 


kkk 


Three men went from Coggon to serve in the Spanish-American 
War; Henry Ashby went as a soldier, George Knight, an older man, 
and Alpha Meskimens went to play in the band. School children 
were marched to the station to see them off. 

kok ok 

A. group of neighbor boys at the intersection of Linn and Second 
Streets were first to enlist in the first World War. Ray Pillard, of 
French parentage, considered going to France to serve as ambu- 
lance driver as soon as war broke out in Europe. As soon as our 
country was involved, Ray, Dwight and Russell Hastings, and Dale 
Cunningham enlisted. John McAreavy joined later; it was only six 
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weeks from the day he left Coggon to the day he was on the field in 
France. ‘he record of all our veterans may be seen in the re- 
spective place. Harry Read, who joined the Navy, was on a con- 
voy ship in New York Harbor when news of the Armistice came. 


kk * 

Richard E. Freeman, son of Blanch and the late Jas. L. Freeman, 
is stationed at Camp Ice Skate, near the North Pole, where he is 
Commander of his own Air Forces and of the scientists studying 
there in the Geophysical Year research. Freeman was requested by 
the director of the scientists with whom he had worked elsewhere. 
The U.S. Flag is planted on the base, which is above 10,680 feet of 
ocean. ‘T’he Saturday Evening Post of this month carried an article. 


FF Ss 


SPECIAL HISTORIC INTEREST 


Several years ago a Cedar Rapids paper carried a feature story 
of the Bay Settlement in Milo Township, Delaware County, where, 
it is believed, the custom of setting a day for the decorating of graves 
of Civil War veterans originated. With the story is a picture of the 
ten-foot shaft which bears the names of sixteen Civil War soldiers 
who lost their lives in the North-South conflict. With the wild 
flower season in mind, the Crosier family and neighbors decided to 
meet at the Bay Church for the purpose of decorating the graves 
of the soldiers whose names are on the shaft. That was on May 30, 
1866. 


It was two years later that Gen. John A. Logan, Commander in 
Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, by his general order! be- 
gan the wide-spread practice of decorating graves of Civil War vet- 
erans, which custom developed into the present Memorial Day ob- 
servanee. 


‘he article adds, ‘Whether the gathering 9f a small group of 
patriots at the pioneer Bay church near the Cemetery, May 30, 1866, 
had any bearing on the addition of the National holiday, is proble- 
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matical, but it is“ptesumied by the descendents of the early pioneers 
of that section that it had.” 


‘The Bay settlement had the first Free Baptist Church in Iowa. 
es St ; 


Organizations—Mecca Lodge No. 523, A. F.&6A.M.; Mecca 
Chapter No. 334, Order of Eastern Star; American Lecion; American 
Legion Auxiliary; Lions Club; Ladies Literary and Social Club; 
Koyal Neighbors of America (reorganized 1902); - Ministerial As- 
sociation. 
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1957 Officers Mecca Lodge No. 523 A. F. GA. M. 
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Front row, left to right—Roy Crosby, Secretary; Quentin Miskell, 
Junior Warden; Dwight LeClere, Worshipful Master; Robert Le- 
Glere, Senior Warden. Back row, left to right—Robert Henderson, 
freasurer; James Basler, Junior Deacon; Minor Baty, Senior Steward 
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Earl Carrothers, Junior Steward; Warren Caldwell, Senior Deacon; 
Tobe Poppe, Tyler, (not present when picture taken ) 


kk *& 
Improvements—Water Works System installed 1896; Municipal 


Light Plant 1928; Sewage Disposal System; Street Surfacing; Gar- 
bage Collection; City Dump. 


kK * 


1957 ‘Town Officials-—Mayor, Jas. Ironside; Councilmen: Jerry 
Boone, Wm Butschi, Dick Luse, Art Short, Vic Williams; Clerk, L. 
J. Henderson; Treasurer, M. L. Henderson. | 
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BEARDED GENTS—1957 STYLE 
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Front Row, left to right-—-Q. D. Miskell, G. Williamson, Tommy 
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Waters, Mayor Jas. Ironside, Bob Aldrich, Gifford McCright, Orvie 
McCright, G. Boone, J. B. Hungerford, Second row—Bob Clute, Dr. 
Hi. BP, Heideman, Wm Butschi, Vic Williams, Jas. Knott, Harold 
Knott, Eddie Butschi. Third row—Tom Henderson, Harry Brown, 
Ray E. Coleman, Dr. H. B. Hunter, Wayne Hinton, Wayne Pen- 
ningroth, . Fourth row—Bob Bressler, Rob’'t “Pinkie” Fuller, Leo 
French, Keith Schmidt, Edw. Ferreter, Floyd Brown, Lumir Havlik. 
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Book Committee—Dr. H. B. Hunter; Dr. I. D. Ondler: Willard 
Robinson. 
Se 


THE FIRST MILL 
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Centennial Pictures 
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Mr. and Mrs. Glen Betenbender Mr. and Mrs. Minor Baty 
Larry, Max Charlene, Neal, Janice 
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Louie Gienapp osemary Hildebrand 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wm Butschi 
Martin, Peggy, 


Mr. and Mrs. Orvie McCright 
Sona Jean, Marvel 
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Mr. and Mrs. Quentin Mish 
Kathy, Dwayne 
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Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Hinton Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Shackelford 
Arthur, Beverly, Bruce, Kathy and Randy 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bressler Mr. and Mrs. James Ironside 


Mr. and Mrs. Lou Crouch 


Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Knott 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Read 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Smith 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Williamson Mr. and Mrs. Harold Knott 


Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Smith Dr. and Mrs. H. PF. Heideman 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Jas. C. Knott 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Henderson 
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SoS 


SARE SINS 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Henderson 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Boone 


Mr. and Mrs. Del Pillard 


Mr, and Mrs. Eddie Butschi 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ray E. Coleman 


Mr .and Mrs. Roy Crosby 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mike Lawrence 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ferreter 
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Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Smith 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Gordon 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Trumbull 


Robert Dine” Fuller 
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Mr. and Mrs. Edward Boss 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Boss 


Mr. and Mrs. Edw. Zumbach 
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Walt Woods 
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Mrs. Augusta Hunter 
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Laurena M. Holcomb 
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Mr. and Mrs. W: M. Crosier 
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Coggon Town Directory 


Note—We endeavor to list all residents of Coggon as of July 1, 
1957. In some families we list children no longer at home; these are 
indicated by asterisk. Some houses of historic interest are noted—H. 
Hunter and Committee. 


x * 
ALDRICH, Mrs. Gladys—Milton*, Ronald*, Raymond*, Vivian* 
ALDRICH, Milton and Amelia Hawker (Trucker)——Bonnie 


AMMETER, Fred and Ann (Ret. Farmer)—Carmen Vampola* 
Richard*, Gary 


ARMIL, Edwin R. and Lillian Fuesselman (Ass't Creamery Mgr.) — 
Danny, Judith, Patricia. (Built Dr. Weston 1864) 


ASHBY, Henry and Pearle De Woody (Ret. Farmer)—Donald (d), 


Florence Morrissey* 
BACON, Harold and Eileen Chrystal (Coop in Ryan)—Michell 


BALDWIN, Leon and Marie Taylor (Carpenter) —Aleta*, Leon Jr* 
Alice*, Arlene*, Arnold, Beth, Gary, Hal, Anne, Dale 


BARKER,: Mrs. Margaret Brunen 


BARKER, Wessie and Lola Burnell (Coggon Cafe):—Kenneth*, 
Betty*, Charles* 


BARR, Albert D. and Laura (salesman) ) | 


BASLER, James and Bonna Schumacher (Savage Lumber)—Susan, 
Cindy. (Built Thomas Main) 


BAUMANN, Harry and Barbara Muller (Creamery )—Mark. (Sam 
Caldwell-moved from Market St. Built by Al Green) 


BEHNING, Frank and Lucy (school custodian) 
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BIEDERMAN, Darlene Knott (Armstrong's in Cedar Rapids) — 
Shirley Spinler*, Margaret Mary 


BELL, Clarence (Painter); (Home of Cyrus and Rose Bell, on site 
of first blacksmith shop) 


BICKLHK, Roy and Rose Wertz (lowa Mfg. C. R.)—Judith, Betty 


BLAIR, Dr. Carl and Irma -Booth (Chiropractor)—-Roger, Paul, 
Alan, Shirley : 


BLOFIELD, Arthur and Edith Avis (Milk Hauler)-——Terry, Ken, Jan 


BOHKREN, Fred and Rosina (Dairying, south on hgwy 13)—Child- 
ren married 


BOLTON, Leonard and Rose Smith (Allis Chalmers & P. O.)—Vir- 
ginia, Patricia, Judith 


BOONE, Jerry and Minta Fuller (Farmers’ Hybrid)—Dorothy, Lyle 
BOOTH, Warren (retired) 


BOSS, Fred and Carrie (ret. Farmer)—Edward*, Harold*, Faye*, 
Marion* 


BOSS, Harold and Beulah McCann (Farmer and Trucker—Karen 


BOUSLOG, John and*Joan (Instructor, C. H. S.)—Jim, Sue Ann. 
(House by Art DeWoody) | 


BOYER, Gilbert and Ethel (Baxter Motor Imp. Co.) 

BOYSE, Nyal and Elva Brecht. (Stock Buyer)—-Gary, Karen 
BRESSLYR, Bob and Willo Price (Grocer)-~Gregory, Patricia 
BROWN, Floyd and Margaret Griffith (Grocer)——Kenneth 


BROWN, Harlan and Rita Gaffney-—-Andy, Lorna, Georgia, Nina, 
Marsha, ‘Terry 


BROWN, Harry (School Principal) 
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BROWN, Paul and Maurine Camery (Methodist pastor)—John, 
Donald 


BURKE, Katherine 

BURNELL, Jack (Milk Hauler) 

BURT, Bertha Blanch (Iobinson-Lascell-Blanch) 
~BUTSCHI, Mrs. Jennie 


BUTSCHI, Edward and Dora M. Main (Milk Hauler)-—Doran 


BUTSCHI, Wm and Doris Schwietert (Milk Hauler, Youthland)— 
Peggy, Martin, Dicky. (Built by Lynn Savage) 


BYERS, Mrs. Lora French (widow of late Dr. A. G. Byers) (Byers 
bldg. Main St.) 


CALDWELL, Warren and Jean Henderson (Clerk in P. O.)— 
Stanley, Lynette (builders, E. Linn St.) 


CARROTHERS, Earl and Dorothy Wiley (teaches Troy .Mills)— 
David , 


CHRYSTAL, HARRY (Ret. Farmer) (builder on 2nd St.) 


CLUTE, R. B. and Verna Lippincott (Locker Plant)—Doris, Bar- 
bara, Don 7 


COLIEMAN, Bernard and Kate Klima (Earmer)—-Becky, Donnie, 
David 


COLEMAN, Ray and Evangeline Smith (Collins Radio)—Ronnie, 


Russell 


COOK, Burl and Arvena Price (Painter)—-Rochelle, Dennis, (new 
house on 2nd St. hill) 


COOK, Don and Barbara Boddicker (Barber) 


COOLING, Art and Esther De Woody (Teacher at Troy) Kent 
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BOOP, C Mo Muritl (Fdrm)— Barbara Beeb be*, bes *, Mary 
ea ee - sp nate 
CORINW TED, “Heated Blibabeth Dennis (Quabkrr On's) Nor- 


man*, Shirley*, Kathleen*, Marlene*®, Donald*, Robert 
CROSIER, Morse and Laltue Coulter (Coaqgon Monisor, Bd: & Pub.) 


CROs tA, Win and “rma Morse (Ret Coggon Monitor, Ed. and 
Pub.; Insurance )—-Morse E. 
De WOOLY sChacles, and es Key, (Dew oodyeGo., Mino Ryle 
Marola >, leten Eiler™, Esther Cooling*, Carl 
DONUW AS, Ldzs. Hmma Dolan (Luamp.:Cedar Rapids)— Kathryn*, 
sileen*, Evelyn*, Grace® , Georgia®, Dorothy, Patty*, Robert* 


PC CN eto ane Margaret Brokaw (Veterinarian) —Joda, 
Sheryl, Sandra, Jacquelyn. (house moved from Linn St.) 


DREALER, Mrs. Maude Ary (widow of J. C. Drexler) 
Ralph*, Mabel Henderson*. (House by Chas. Fawley) 


DREXLER, vais and) Dorothy Kling  (Bupane Gas )-—Mary 


Louise Jacis*, Dorothy Toms*, Donna (Builders) 


DUNN, Ralph and Piglen Wittenmeier (Emp. in C. R.)—Kathy, 
Billy, Roddy | 


pT ae 2), ey and Marie McCusker (Ret. Farmer; sub Mail 
Carrier)— Jean Wilson*, LaRue Thompson*. (Owns early L. G. 
tall he , apts now) 


MHRIESMAN, Revitena (Pastor Pou; eg church) 
MILER, Plenry (Budd and Elba D2 Woods. (Milk-Cream Hauler). 
Wonald®, Gary, Mary Carol 


Pht, Golch gind Nija inwen . (Phillins Ol Sta; Allis Chalmérs 
Agency) Keith*, Beth Glass*, Cleis Carso-:* 


Pi Ke sh bs nya aret OTare (Allis Chalmers with father)—— 
ie ae bias , (Building ACW On 2nd Ave.) 
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EMERSON, Mrs. Mary Schatzle (Carl d.)-—lDorothy*, Gertrude(d) 


Dorrance* 
LIVERS, Deloss and Jane (retired ) 
EYERLY, Mrs. Bessie—Barbara, Terry 


FALCONER, Earl and Mary (Empl. in C. R. )—Ronald*, Lois 
Price*, Beverlee, Jackie, Yale, Debbie 


FALCONER, Mrs. Olga Zumbach—Maxine*, Howard (d) 
FALCONER, Ronnie and Barbara Buckner (Emp. C. R.)—Douglas 
FENTON, Mrs. Edna—Dean, Linda 


PERRET VER, Edward and Bileen Mille: (Mail Carrier)—-Marc, Bill, 
Nae Margaret. (L. G. Hall cement block house) 


FLEMING, Wm P. and Anne Crowley (retired) 
FOWLER, Clarence (mechanic at Baxter Motor Impl.) 


POWLER, J M. (Mac) and Annie Arduser  (farm)-—-Clarence, 
Mary Holub*, Alberta *. (built by Abbey) 


EREEMAN, Mrs. Blanch—Bernice (or Berniece) Hutchinson*, 


Lewis*, Dick* 
FREEMAN, Clair and Letha Story (plumber )-—Margaret J. Luse* 


PRENCH, Jas. and Lavera McGiverin (Municipal Light Plant)— 
Phyllis Martin* 


FRENCH, Leo and Dorothy Treichler (Hardware). Albert (Bob) *, 


Bonnie Fergesen* 
PRIMMI., Bernard and Betty (School Janitor) Linda, Judy 
PUESSLIEY, Gary and Juanita Annis-—daughter. 
PULLER, Robert and Mae Millard (Buller Sundries) iA ale, 


(new house this year, 2nd Ave.) 
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GARNER, Robert and Susan Drahos (Farm and Milk Hauler) — 
David ; 


GATER, Mrs. Ruth Morris--Charles (d) World War II, Helen 
Kurth*, Morris*, Wilma Machula* 


GENTY, Don and Barbara Snyder (Creamery Employ) 
GIENAPP, Louie—(School Bus Driver-Mechanic) 
GRIMM, Mrs. Ethel--Winifred Pillard*, Velda Boss* 


HALSTEAD, Willis and Bea Barker (Creamery emp.)—Phyllis, 
Doris LeClere*, Jimmy, Norma Van Vegte*, Billy. (First house 
built on south 2nd) | 


HALTERMAN, Lowell and Anna (Mgr. Savage Lbr.)—Mary 
Wright*, joel, Ruth (Chrystal house 2nd Ave.) 


HAVLIK, Lumir and Lucille Rafson (Electrician) —Lee 
HEIDEMAN, Dr. H. F. and Mary Paskvan (Osteopath) —JoAnn 


emith*, LPommy 


HENDERSON, Glen and Louise Pillard (Farm)—-Audrey Man- 
gold*, Robert* in Korea 


HENDERSON, Dick and Dorothy Forrest (Milk Hauler)—David, 
Douglas, Daryl (west road) 


HENDERSON, Harold and Wanietta Ayers (Milk Hauler) —Ste- 
ven, Dennis, Roger : 


HENDERSON, Leslie (Hazel ‘Trumbull d.) (Town Clerk)-—Vel- 
ma Brown*, Florence Hoag*, Dick*, Harold* 


HENDERSON, Mark and Geneva Green (Ret. Standard Oil)— 
Mary Ellen* Elizabeth*, Helen*, Edna*, Leo*, Doris*,. Ger- 
aldine 


HENDERSON, Mrs, Sadie Glen*, Marian, Weston 
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HENDERSON, Tom and Helen Merritt (Farm)—-Rhoda Frefz*, 
Karen, Sherry, Joe (west road) 


HENDERSON, Arthur and Mabel Drexler (Ret. Parm)—Margar- 
et Hill*, Robert*, James* (house by Robert) 


HENDERSON, Walter and Edith Jackson (Ret. Farm)—Tom*, 
Paul*, John*, Billy (d), Janet McDonald*. (west road) 


HENDRIX, Aubrey and Kay Pillard 
HENNESSEY, Miss Helen (Teacher) 
HILDEBRAND, Rosemary (Bookkeeper at Bank) 


HILL, Ross and Mary Hunter (Ret)—Nadine Swanson*, Arlene 
Wagner*, Harold*, Shirley Peyton* 


HINTON, Louis and Maude Ware (Ret. Farm)—Lyle*, Elmer (d), 
Farle*, Florence Ondler*, Wayne*, Cecil* 


HINTON, Wayne and Lorraine Kinley (Baxter Motor Imp.)—Lar- 
ry, David, Linda 


HOGAN, Mrs. Lucy King (early John Field house) 
HOLCOMB, Miss Laurena (Ret. Teacher) (Read apt.) 


HOLUB, Charles and Olive Reilly (Cities Serv Truck)—Margaret 
Mary Beren*, Charlene Gove* (Orig. Presbyterian Manse) 


HOLUB, John and Leona (Ret. Farm.) 


HOULAHAN, Joe and Loretta Sheely (Mail Carrier)—Judith, Tom, - 
Pat, Mary Loretta, John, Jim. (Pickett House) 


HOUMES, Mrs. Maggie Henderson—Manson, Richard*. (Joe 
Coguillette house) 
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RUNTER, Mrs. Augusta Brunen (School Lunch)—Robert*, Hollis* 
(Asaph Ware house) 


HUNTER, Mrs. Edna Ware (Early resident; Donnelly house) 


HUNTER, Dr. Hollis and Evelyn Sillman ( Veterinarian) —Hllis 
Jr., Stephanie, Barbara, Terry 


HYNES, Mrs. Ruth McMeel (Postmaster)—Jackie. (new home 
under construction on early Grant Hall lot) 


IRONSIDE, James and Stella Woods (Stock Buyer)—Eloise*, 
Catherine*, James*, Gerald*, Joe* (home of A. E. Nugent) 


IRONSIDE, James and Dorothy Bretz (Milk Hauler)—Pamela, 
Ricky. (new home on west road) 


IRONSIDE, Joseph and Donna Kremer (R. R. Mail Clerk) —Steve, 
Mary Jo. (new home.on west road) 


JEROME, Homer and sister, Inez. (early Ev Nash home) 
JEROME, Wm and Lelia Pike (Farm)—Roy* (res. in town) 


JOHNSTON, Forest and Gladys Marolf (Mail carrier; Tr. resp.) — 
Donald : 


JOSSIE, Elmer and Naomi Kearns (Standard Station) —Stanford*, 
Sylvia Sue, Mariann, Cindy. (C. Knox house) 


JOSSIE, Fred and (Maude Smith d.) (Ret. Carpenter) —Harland*, 
Elmer*, Harry (d). (Al Green house) 


KEHRLI, Mrs. Ida Wenger—Donald*, Wilfred*, Burnell*, Eloise 
KIRK, Chas, and Jessie Waters (Creamery Emp.) 
KLIMA, Mr. and Mrs. Ed (Carpenter)—Leo, Robert, Bill, at home 


KNO'T'L, James C, and Betty Caldwell (Knott Motor Co.)—-Tom- 
mie, Jackie, Kristine 
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KNOTT, Harold and Arlene Mango (Knott Motor Co.)—Bruce, 
Gregory, David 


KNOTT, Harry ; and vine Ba French (Knott Motor Co,)——Harold* 


James C.*, Darlene Biederman* 
KNO'I'!’, Walter (Carpenter) 


KUR'TH, Albert and Cora Littlefield (Ret.) (Early Jerome Ware 
house) . 


LeCLERE, Robt and Velma Stone (Mech. at Penningroth’s)—Linda 


LESTER, Rev. Kenneth and Frances Westerbeck (Pastor Presby- 
terian Church)—Kelly, Gary 


LINDAHL, Miss Tillie (Retired Teacher) 


LY LULE, Mrs. Hattie Patton—Orpha* (house on site of early An- 
drew De Woody place) 


LONG, Misses Bula and Lucile, (latter a teacher) 
LUISE, Dick and Margaret Jane Freeman (Plumber)—-Gloria, Willis 


LYNCH, Lewis and Orpha aaa Kerr (Mech at Ellis Allis Chal- 
mers; ‘['r. at Troy Mills Ae and John* Kerr. (Reside 
with Flattie Lyttle) 


McAREAVY, John J. (Long-time Impl Dealer)—Philomena at home 
serves as Secretary of School Board; W. J.*; Anna Till*, 


McAREAVY, W. J. and Irene (former Mail Carrier. Impl. Co. ee 
Paul*, Eugene*, John 


McCANN, Mrs. Mable-—Beryl Brooke*, Wanda Gardner®, Bob*, 
Beulah Boss*, (Laurene Weeden d.) 


McChR IGE, Gifford and Helen Comreid (Contractor)- -Gary, Jon, 
Randy 


McDONIELL, Mrs. Jet (Dan d) Bill, oteve*®, Tom, (daughter d) 
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McDON ELI, j joan ana Mary Casey (Ret. Farm.)—Ronald*, Vera* 
Helen*™, Jjeanne*, Doris*, Rev. Fr. Richard* | 


McGRAW, Harry and Iva Crouch: (Emp. in G. RoNoeee 
McKEEVER, Pete (Ret.) ry | 


MADERY, Hermond and Florence Pike (Mech. at Penningroth’s)— 
Hern Meakins*, Harold*, Earl* 


MAIN, Mrs. Garnet Falconer (Ret. P. O. Clerk)—Ellyn Trumbull*, 
Merrill*, Gertrude Detlefsen*, Lucille Wingett*, Dora Butschi* 


MAIN, Mrs. May (wife of Thos. Jr.)—married children 
ME'I"l'LER, Ben and Rose Curtis Babb (Mech at Baxter Motor)— 


Babb children married 


MILLS, Mrs. Lillian Madery (Ralph d) (Hardware business )—Du- 
ane*, Mary Alice Fergesen* 


MILLS, Paul and Margarette (Milk Hauler )—Erwin 


MINNIS, Dee and Margaret Burke (Contractor)—Jean Patton*, 
Danny, Mary, Donnie McDonell 


MINNIS, Joe and Anna Morrissey (Truck Garden)—Mary, 
‘Vheresa, Margaret 


MISKELL, Quentin nde Georgia Walter (School Music Director) — 
Dwayne, Kathy. 


MONAGHAN, George and Gertrude Burke (DX Serv. Sta Emp.) 
MONTGOMERY, Mrs. Jennie Warnock—lIrene Hasler* 
MONTGOMERY, Mrs. Lillie McDonald (Piano and Organ Inst.) 


man ARIE, Fred and Emma Musgrove (Ret.)—-Muriel. Merrit*, 
ill*, Paul*, Roy*, Hazel Schultz* 


MORARIE, Roy and Charlene Washburn (Emp. C. R.) a daughter 
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MORRISSEY, Frank and Florence Ashby (Carpenter)—Ronald * 


(in service), Steven 


MULVANEY, John and Leona Klima (Recent Gatage owner)— 
Ronald, Patty, Mark 


NUZPERT, Alvah and Winnie Warnock (Serv. Sta. in Central City 
LekRoy™, (Harold, d in action in France W. W. II) 


NILES, Louis and Evelyn (Tavern) 
(© DOSSA, Gaylord and Madge Newman (Creamery Mgr.) 


O'HARA, James and Betty Barker (Milk Hauler)—Sheryl, Gary, 
Dennis, Kevin 


ONDLER, Dr. |. D, and Florence Hinton (Dentist )—John, Donnie. 
(House built by Henry Green) 


O'NEILL Edward and Mae French (Ret.) 


Johnnie French, a brother, lives with O'Neill's 
Okk, Edmund and Edith Haight (Ret. Farmer) 
PAT'VON, Leland and eee Cain (Emp. Lat Plant)—-Margaret 
PATTON, Mrs. Lena Henderson (Thos. d.)—Alberta Gardner* : 
PATTON, Verle and Jean McDonell (Trucker) —Vicky 


PEARSON, Rev. Lester and Louise (Pastor, Christian Ch.)—Janet, 
Becky, a son born July 15) 


PECK, Willard and Arlene (Emp Creamery)—Larry, Duane; Has. 


lan, Joe 


PENNINGROTH, Wayne and Ruth (I-H Impl. Dealer)—-Patsy 


Trefz*, Carol Peyton*, Sandra - 
PEYTON, Howard and Shirley Hill- ‘Bradley 
PILLARD, Del and Gladys (DX Sta.)---Kay Hendrix* 
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PILLARD, Geo. and Ruby Anderson (DX Tank Wagon)—Larry, 
Linda : 


PILLARD, Louis (Ret.)—Paul*, Fay*, Wilbur*, George*, Edith*, 
NMyrtle*, Kathryn* 


PIKE, Kobert G. and Diane (Military Service) 
PIKE, Walter and Helen Gregory (Ret.)—Robert G.* 


POPPE, Lawrence and Aylo Babb (Electrician)—John, Bill, Jim, 
‘Tom, David 


PRA'T'L, Robert: and Lucille Boss (Truck line) ——Marcia, David 
PRATT, Roy and Alta 


PRICK, Harrison and Florine Keithly (Contractor)-—-Keith*, Mari- 
lyn Dighton*, Sandra, Denise, Douglas 


PRICE, ‘Jesse and Lilly Mote (Farm)—-Alice*, Leora*, Donald*, 
Hern*, Wilma*, Edith*, Kenneth*, Doris*, Marion* 


QUAAS, W. A. and Libby Karch (Ret.) | 
READ, Harry W., and Leota Streeter (Ret.)—-Macy Haleen* 


REEVES, Hugh and Hazel Pierce (Emp. Savage Lbr..)—Clement*, 
Betty*, Rose*, Charles*, Mildred*, Joe*, Marilou*, Lois Ann*, 
Larry, Connie — (First Creamery on this property) 


REILLY, Mrs. Barbara Curtin—Joe Curtin*, Leo Curtin*, Helen 
Curtin Mills* 


REILLY, E. P. and Doris (Ret. Farm.: Carpenter )—John 
RICHARDSON, C. H. and Georgia Hobbs (Occo Feed Salesman) 


ROCHE, devi). H.'(Pastor St.John's Catholic Church) Mrs. Bid 
Casey (housekeeper) 


ROWE, Lawrence and Norma Lee Schatzle (Creamery)—Stacia, - 
Robin 
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RUNYAN, H. F: and Bertha Burd (Ret.)—Howard Wilson* 


SAUER, Nyle and Corrine Trumbull (Emp. Creamery)—Beverly, 
Billy, Becky. (new house on Halstead ground ) 


SAVAGE, Mrs, Marian (Henderson) (President Savage-Lbr. Co.) 
SAVAGE, Mrs. Ethel (Lynn d.)-—-Eleaner DuBois*. James*, 


SAVAGH, James and Nelle Cogdill (Emp. Creamery)—-Donna (Dr. 
Kendall house) 


SCHATZLE, Albert and Bessie Barker (Ret.) ---Lester*, Mary*, 
Martha*, Lucille*, Mae*, Eugene* } 


SCHATZLE, Mrs. Jennie Renfer—Donald* Marie McDowell*, 
Norma Lee Rowe*, Phil (Mech. at Knott's), Charlotte 


SCHMID'T, Keith and Nancy Traver (Voc. Ag Teacher)—(in early 
Preston house; Hungerford apts.) 


SCHRINER, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 

SCOTT, James L. (Barber)—Edyce Peckham* 

SHACKELFORD, F. D. and Eva Lou Price (Milk Hauler) —Randy 
SHOR'T, Arthur and Mary Morrissey (Carpenter )—-Kathleen 


SISLER, Rufus and Frieda Zumbach (Banker)—-Darlene Cooper*, 
Serge, Delores. (House of John Campbell) 


SMITH, Clarence and Anna Williamson (Rusco Salesman)—Jimmy, 
Mary Pat, Nancy, Jerry, Sandra, David 


SMITH, Joe and Lillan Kula (Construction )——-LeRoy* Shirley*, Mi- 
chacl] McNamara | 

SMITH, Mrs. Anna (Wife of Orla; mother of Geneva Walters 
Marburger) | : 


SMH, Ronald and JoAnn Heideman (Standard Tank Truck)— 
Mark, lal ) 
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SMITH, Mrs. Rae (Barnes); W. Harold (4) was Christian Ch. pas- 


tor (home built as previously planned for retirement) | 


SNODGRASS, Ralph and Lesa Smiley (Town Marshall: Nursing 
Home)—Ralph Jr., Frieda 


SPINLER, Melvin and Shirley Biederman (Military Service) 
SWANSON, Carl and Nadine Hill( Farmer: Emp. at a cate as 


cream tester, resp.)—Marilyn, Donald 
TAYLOR, Colonel E. and Della Michael (Ret.) 
TREBON, Elmer and Grace Carrigan (Tavern) 


THOMPSON, Robert and Doris Pierson (Body man at Knott’s)— 
Wendy, Robert 


THOMPSON, Clarence and Joan Sill (teacher) 


TREFZ, Wm H. and Mayme LeClere (Ret.)—W. C. (Bud) *, 
Richard (d), Theresa Minehart*, Edward*. Jean Schoneman, * 
Donald 


TRUMBULL, Mrs. Nellie Doane—Rollo*, Dewey*, Retta*, Lora’ 
(carpenter), Clarissa Rowley* 


TRUMBULL, Rollo and Beulah Hendrickson (Nurse)—Rollo Jas.* 
VAN VEGTE, Harold and Norman Halstead (Emp Creamery) 


WARE, Ira and Mathilda Bressler (Grocer)—children: Virginia 
Riggins*, Robert* and Richard* Ware; Robert* and Richard* 
Bressler ; 


WATERHOUSE, Geo. and Dorothy Hughes (Milk Hauler) — 
Frankie, Dick, Joyce 


WATERS, Edgar (Creamery Emp.) 
WATERS, Tom (Barbar) 
WATERS, Merle and Bertha Sweet (Emp. in C. R.)—Lonnie Sweet 
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WILCKEN, Mr. and Mrs. Kuno (Ret. Farm.)—Wilma, Edward 
WILEY, Darrell and sister, Darlene (with sister Mrs. E. Carrothers) 
~ WILLIAMS, Victor and Frances Gates (Dry Goods Store) 
WILLIAMSON, Mrs. Anna—Gerald*, Mary Kurth*, Anna Smith* 
WILLIAMSON, Gerald and Sophia Weber (Rusco Salesman) 


WILLIAMSON, Willis and Grace Ellis Lennox (Ret.) 
WILLMOTT, George and Nettie Scism (Emp. of Chismore Bros.) 
WILSON, Billy (Emp Creamery) | 
WILSON, Charles (Ret.) 


WIRTH, Miss Lyra (Ret. Librarian at Davenport); resides with 
Mrs. Rae Smith) 


WOODS, Joe and Elinor Keegan (Emp in C. R.)—Joseph* 
WOODS, Mrs. Mary (Callan) —Stella Ironside* 


WOODS, Walt and Elizabeth Henderson (Emp in C. R.)—James*, 
Richard*, William*, Tommy, Michael, David 


WOODWORTH, W H. and Lucile Henderson (Emp in C. R.; Tr.) 
WRIGH'T, Roy and sister, Mary Jo 


WULFEKUHLE, Cletus and Lois Jerome (Carpenter) Wendy 


Sue, Julie Ann 
ZUMBACH, Mrs. Caroline (mother in Cradle Story) 
ZUMBACH, Ernest (Emp. Creamery) 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


This booklet sponsored by the Lions Club and 
other interested citizens of Coggon, concerning the 
past hundred years could not have been written 
without the work of Miss Laurena M. Holcomb 
who spent days and weeks collecting and editing 
the major portion of this story. She was selected 
for the task not only because her family had an ac- 
tive part in building our town but also because of 
her intense interest in our locality, her ability as an 
artist and historian and her outstanding contribu- 
tion as a teacher. 


Often the interesting past events and the lives 
of citizens who play a part in the development. of a 
community are forgotten. The people who save 
pictures, write records of events and share them do: 


e--@ tat it TE a ee et Se eT TT TTT TT 


a real service, because by the appreciation of the 
past, we preserve memories for the future and give | 
stability to life. 


to all who have contributed in any way to this 
publication the Lions Club extends sincere thanks. 
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